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A  Look  at  the  Queller  Family  Collection 
of  Seated  Half  Dollars 

by 

Darrell  Low 


Many  collectors  and  dealers  at  the  2002  ANA  convention  in  New  York  were 
mesmerized  by  the  sampling  of  beautiful  half  dollars  displayed  by  Stack's  from  the 
Queller  Family  collection.  While  discussing  these  coins  at  the  annual  club  meeting,  we 
were  honored  by  the  presence  of  a  very  special  guest.  Surprisingly,  very  few  people 
recognized  David  Queller  before  he  walked  up  to  the  podium  and  introduced  himself 
to  the  members.  He  announced  that  his  half  dollar  collection  that  was  complete  from 
1794  to  1963  would  be  sold  at  auction  by  Stack's  on  October  15-16,  2002. 

Club  members  waited  in  eager  anticipation  for  the  auction  catalog  that  would 
instantly  became  a  classic  for  the  Seated  half  dollar  enthusiast.  The  many  color  plates 
of  the  key  coins  in  the  sale  were  simply  stunning.  Excluding  varieties  and  the 
extremely  rare  1 853-0  No  Arrows  and  Rays  half  dollar,  every  business  strike  date  was 
represented  by  at  least  a  Brilliant  Uncirculated  specimen  except  for  an  1840-O  half 
dollar  that  was  in  an  AU  grade.  No  other  collection  has  contained  this  many  different 
Uncirculated  pieces.  In  recent  years,  we  have  seen  the  wonderful  Seated  half  dollar 
collections  of  James  Pryor,  Louis  Eliasberg  and  Douglas  Noblet  appear  at  auction. 
These  were  tremendous  collections  and  the  Queller  Family  collection  belongs  in  this 
elite  category. 

There  were  over  250  Seated  half  dollars  in  this  collection  that  sold  for  a  little  more 
than  $1.15  million.  There  were  coins  to  fit  every  budget  and  one  piece  sold  for  a  mere 
$63.  The  sale  also  contained  some  Important  rarities  that  many  collectors  will  never 
forget.  The  three  most  important  Seated  half  dollars  in  this  collection  were  the  1 853- 
O  No  Arrows  and  Rays  in  Very  Fine,  the  1 870-CC  in  Choice  BU  and  the  1 878-S  in  Gem 
BU.  Interestingly,  all  three  of  these  coins  were  sold  to  different  buyers  at  the  same 
price.  Other  business  strike  rarities  included  an  1857-S  in  Gem  BU  at  $25,300,  an 
1871-CC  in  Gem  BU  at  $29,900,  an  1873-CC  No  Arrows  in  Ch.  BU  to  Gem  BU  at 
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$63,250,  an  1874-CC  in  Ch.  BU  at  $18,400  and  an  1878-CC  in  Gem  BU  at  $37,375. 
Proofs  were  also  well  represented  with  an  1846  in  Gem  Proof  at  $10,925,  a  unique 
1847/46  in  Br.  Proof  at  $23,000  and  an  1854  in  Ch.  Proof  at  $13,800. 

The  1853-0  No  Arrows  and  Rays  half  dollar  was  the  finest  of  just  three  known 
specimens  of  this  rare  date.  It  was  a  beautifully  toned  original,  problem  free  Very  Fine 
coin.  This  incredibly  rare  coin  sold  for  $1 61 ,000.  It  was  previously  sold  by  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  at  the  Garrett  sale  in  1 979  and  can  be  traced  back  to  the  W.  E.  Woodward  sale 
of  the  J.  Colvin  Randall  collection  in  1 885.  The  1 870-CC  half  dollar  in  Ch.  BU  was  one 
of  just  two  known  Uncirculated  specimens  of  this  date.  The  other  mint  state  coin  is 
the  Reed  Hawn  -  James  Pryor  specimen.  AU  examples  of  this  date  are  rare  and  even 
EF  pieces  are  notable.  This  coin  had  purplish  centers  and  deep  blue  color  near  the 
rims  on  both  sides.  A  happy  collector  purchased  this  coin  for  $1 61 ,000  and  received 
a  nice  round  of  applause.  The  1 878-S  half  dollar  in  Gem  BU  was  another  outstanding 
rarity  that  sold  for  $1 61 ,000.  Even  1 878-S  half  dollars  that  grade  Good  are  rare  and 
very  desirable.  The  1 870-CC  and  1 878-S  half  dollars  are  both  pedigreed  from  Stack's 
Doris  and  Ellis  Robison  sale  in  February  1982. 

The  1857-S  half  dollar  is  an  unheralded  rare  date  in  Uncirculated  condition.  This 
Gem  BU  specimen  could  very  well  be  the  finest  known  and  it  is  in  the  same  class  as 
the  James  Pryor  coin.  The  1871-CC  half  dollar  in  Gem  BU  is  also  among  the  finest 
known  examples  of  this  date.  The  coin  was  well  struck  and  it  has  nice  pretty  bluish 
toning  around  the  devices  on  the  reverse.  The  1873-CC  No  Arrows  half  dollar  was 
described  as  Ch.  BU  and  nearly  gem.  This  coin  has  a  pretty  golden/brownish  look 
with  nice  luster  and  clean  fields.  As  a  pedigree  marker,  there  is  a  slight  toning  streak 
on  the  obverse  that  extends  from  star  8  diagonally  to  just  past  star  13.  Collectors 
agreed  that  this  was  a  very  nice  coin  resulting  in  heavy  bidding  for  the  specimen. 

The  1 874-CC  half  dollar  is  another  date  that  is  difficult  to  find  in  any  grade.  This  Ch. 
BU  specimen  has  a  nice  light  brown  look  and  it  is  probably  one  of  the  top  1 0  examples 
of  this  rare  date.  The  1 878-CC  coin  was  the  last  of  the  superb  Carson  City  half  dollars 
in  the  sale.  This  piece  was  a  nice  Gem  BU  with  light  brownish  toning  in  the  centers 
and  some  blue  toning  on  the  rims. 

Although  we  have  discussed  the  key  business  strike  coins  in  the  sale,  there  were 
many  other  rare  and  attractive  pieces  in  the  auction.  Other  highlights  included  an 
1855-0  in  Gem  BU  with  beautiful  toning,  an  1855-S  in  Ch.  BU,  a  brilliant  1861 
Confederate  States  Restrike  in  Ch.  BU,  an  1 866-S  No  Motto  in  Ch.  BU,  a  second  very 
attractive  1871-CC  in  AU  and  a  brilliant  1879  in  Gem  BU  with  tremendous  luster. 

The  1 846  Gem  Proof  was  a  deeply  toned  bluish  coin  from  the  1 982  Robison  sale. 
It  was  one  of  about  1 0  known  proofs  of  this  date.  The  unique  1 847/46  proof  did  have 
some  obverse  hairlines  and  a  reverse  rim  nick  at  9  o'  clock  to  justify  the  Brilliant  Proof 
grade,  but  the  pedigree  on  this  coin  was  illustrious.  It  was  purchased  at  Stack's 
Robison  sale  and  before  that  it  was  part  of  Stack's  Dr.  E.  Yale  Clarke  sale  in  October 
1975,  Stack's  Reed  Hawn  sale  in  August  1973,  Stack's  Empire  sale  in  November 
1 957  and  Stack's  Anderson  Dupont  sale  in  September  1 954.  The  1 854  Ch.  Proof  was 
also  an  attractive  coin  with  bluish  fields  and  grayish  devices  that  was  pedigreed  to  the 
Reed  Hawn  Collection.  There  were  also  a  number  of  later  proofs  from  1 858  to  1 891 . 
Some  of  these  gorgeously  toned  Choice  Proofs  experienced  strong  interest  from 
bidders. 

The  collection  also  contained  a  few  interesting  varieties.  There  were  three  1842- 
O  Small  Date,  Small  Letters  half  dollars  that  were  either  EF  or  VF.  Interestingly,  there 
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were  also  four  rare  1 845-0  Doubled  Date  half  dollars  Including  one  in  Gem  BU.  There 
was  a  nice  1 846-0  Tall  Date  in  Ch.  AU  that  was  among  the  finest  known  of  this  variety 
and  an  1855  over  1854  in  Gem  BU. 

Undoubtedly,  the  Queller  Family  collection  was  an  important  sale  of  United  States 
half  dollars  that  will  be  remembered  for  many  years  to  come.  It  was  certainly  a 
privilege  to  have  an  opportunity  to  view  the  coins  in  this  wonderful  collection.  The  key 
date  rarities  were  extraordinary.  This  beautiful  set  took  over  30  years  of  dedicated 
collecting  to  build  and  the  Queller  Family  should  be  commended  for  their  outstanding 
achievement. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Harvey  Stack  for  permission  to  use  the  photograph  of  the 
1 853-0  No  Arrows  and  Rays  half  dollar  to  highlight  this  review  of  the  wonderful  half 
dollars  in  the  Queller  Family  collection. 
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HUNTING  FOR  HALF  DIMES? 

BUYING 

I  am  interested  in  purchasing  rare  date  and  nice 
circulated  half  dimes  for  my  inventory.  Please  let  me 
know  what  you  have  available. 

FREE  PRICE  LIST 
Send  for  my  free  price  list  of  conservatively  graded  and  accurately 
described  Liberty  Seated  half  dimes.  I  have  many  nice  coins 

currently  available. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff  •  LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776-G 
Redwood  City,  California  94064 
Telephone  (650)  367-1064 
FAX  (650)  367-1239 
E-mail:  cwwoodruff@phc.net 
Web  site:  www.cwwoodruff.com 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries' 

Spcctacutat  /lucUon  Season 

Can  Realize  Top  Market  Prices  for  You. 

We  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  our  spectacular  auction  season.  When  it  comes 
time  to  sell,  let  Bowers  and  Merena's  expertise  go  to  work  for  you!  Whether 
your  collection  is  worth  several  thousand  dollars  or  several  million  dollars, 
the  same  quality  of  presentation  and  numismatic  expertise  that  characterized 
our  past  record-breaking  sales  will  showcase  your  coins,  sets,  or  entire 
collection.  Consigning  is  easy  and  generous  cash  advances  are  avail- 
able instantly  upon  receipt  of  your  consignment.  Simply  call  John 
Pack  at  1-800-458-4646,  for  complete  details,  including  our  low 
commission  rates.  It  may  well  be  the  most  financially  rewarding 
decision  you  have  ever  made! 


June  5,  2003  •  Kingswood  Coin  Auctions 

Telephone  and  Internet  Auction — Consignment  Deadline:  April  22,  2005 

June  26-28,  2003  •  Chicago,  Illinois 

in  conjunction  with  the  MidAmerica  Coin  Expo — Consignment  Deadline;  April  18,  2003 

July  30-August  2,  2003  •  Baltimore,  Maryland 

The  ANA  Sale — Consignment  Deadline:  May  23,  2003 

August  7,  2003  •  Kingswood  Coin  Auctions 
Telephone  and  Internet  Auction — Consignment  Deadline:  June  24,  2003 

September  14,  2003  •  Los  Angeles,  California 

The  Rarities  Sale — ConsigJiment  Deadline:  July  14,  2003 

September  25,  2003  •  Kingswood  Coin  Auctions 

Telephone  and  Internet  Auction — Coasignment  Deadline:  July  31,  2003 

December  4-6,  2003  •  Baltimore,  Maryland 
in  conjunction  with  the  Baltimore  Coin  and  Currency  Convention 
Consignment  Deadline:  September  12,  2003 

January  6,  2004  •  Orlando  Florida 

The  Rarities  Sale 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire  03894  •  800-458-4646  •  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:  603-569-5319 
Icoi  LEcrDRSi        e-mail:  auction@bo\versandmerena.com  •  NASDAQ:  CLCT 

 '  Buy  Online!  Bid  Online!  Books  Online!  www.bowersandmerena.com  t^K^  GJ0303A 
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New  Seated  Half  Dollar  Varieties 

by 

Dick  Osburn 

The  following  paragraphs  Identify  new  varieties  that  have  been  discovered  since 
the  publication  of  the  Wiley-Bugert  guide  to  Seated  half  dollars  and  Kevin  Flynn's 
book  on  misplaced  dates.  I  am  therefore  not  including  any  varieties  described  in 
these  two  reference  books.  The  Flynn  book  in  particular  contains  a  number  of 
interesting  varieties  discovered  after  the  publication  of  the  Wiley-Bugert  guide  in 
1 993.  Any  serious  collector  of  Seated  half  dollar  varieties  should  have  both  of  these 
reference  books  in  their  library.  Several  of  the  varieties  listed  in  this  article  have  been 
previously  described  in  earlier  issues  of  the  journal.  References  to  these  journal 
articles  are  included  where  appropriate. 

I  have  tried  to  estimate  the  rarity  of  each  variety,  but  please  recognize  that  these 
are  only  my  estimates  based  upon  my  experience.  Wider  knowledge  of  the  existence 
of  these  varieties  and  the  resulting  feedback  from  collectors  may  change  the  rarity 
estimates  considerably.  The  terminology  that  I  have  used  to  describe  the  rarity  of 
these  varieties  is  defined  below: 

Common  -  Thisvariety  is  readily  available.  Spend  enough  time  at  a  large  coin  show 
and  you  are  likely  to  find  one. 

Scarce  -  I  have  seen  numerous  examples  of  the  variety,  generally  20  or  more. 

Very  Scarce  -  I  have  seen  a  significant  number  of  examples,  generally  10  to  20. 

Rare  -  I  have  seen  enough  examples  to  know  that  the  variety  can  be  found,  but  I 
have  not  seen  a  large  number  of  them,  generally  5  to  10. 

Very  Rare  -  I  have  seen  3  to  5  examples  of  the  variety. 

Extremely  Rare  -  I  have  seen  fewer  than  3  examples  of  the  variety. 

1841-  0 

1 .  Misplaced  digit.  The  top  of  a  1  or  the  crossbar  of  a  horizontal  4  appears  in  the 
denticles  below  the  second  1 .  This  obverse  die  can  be  found  on  four  different 
marriages.  Interestingly,  the  first  and  third  marriages  are  with  the  same  reverse 
die.  The  misplaced  digit  is  clearly  visible  only  on  the  first  marriage.  It  is  easy  to  find 
this  obverse  die,  but  seldom  in  a  die  state  where  the  misplaced  digit  is  clearly 
visible.  Early  die  state  coins  are  Rare. 

1842-  0 

1 .  Misplaced  digits.  At  least  two  misplaced  digits  appear  in  the  denticles.  The  first 
digit  is  between  the  1 8,  the  second  between  the  84.  The  misplaced  digits  are  very 
easy  to  see  on  coins  that  grade  VF  or  better.  Very  Scarce. 

2.  Misplaced  digits.  Possibly  three  misplaced  digits  appear  in  the  denticles  below 
18.  The  digits  are  a  little  less  obvious  than  those  on  the  previous  variety.  Very 
Scarce. 
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1843 

Randy  Wiley  deserves  co-credit  for  this  section.  We  have  both  spent  a  lot  of  time 
researching  the  varieties  of  this  year.  Besides  those  listed  here,  there  are  many 
interesting  varieties  of  this  year  that  have  been  struck  from  broken  dies,  some 
advancing  to  the  cud  stage.  In  fact,  if  you  enjoy  studying  coins  struck  from  badly 
broken  dies,  the  1 843  date  is  probably  the  bestforyou.  Randy  and  I  hope  to  co-author 
an  article  on  the  die  marriages  of  this  year  in  a  future  issue  of  the  journal. 

1 .  Repunched  843.  The  8  is  repunched  twice  to  the  south,  visible  on  the  left  upper 
outside  part  of  the  lower  loop.  The  4  is  repunched  north  and  south,  visible  above 
and  below  the  serif,  below  the  crossbar  and  below  the  base.  The  3  is  repunched 
north  and  south,  visible  above  the  top  and  below  the  left  side  of  the  ball.  This 
obverse  is  paired  with  two  different  reverse  dies.  The  repunching  is  visible  only  on 
the  first  marriage.  Tentatively  assigned  variety  number  WB-107  by  Randy  Wiley. 
Scarce. 

2.  Repunched  1.  Minor  repunching  is  visible  above  both  sides  of  the  base,  most 
visible  on  the  left.  Paired  with  two  different  reverse  dies.  The  repunching  is  visible 
on  both  marriages.  Tentatively  assigned  variety  number  WB-1 08  by  Randy  Wiley. 
Rare. 

3.  Repunched  4.  Minor  repunching  is  visible  below  the  crossbar,  primarily  on  the  left 
side.  Tentatively  assigned  variety  number  WB-1 09  by  Randy  Wiley.  Scarce. 

4.  Repunched  84.  Minor  repunching  visible  above  the  bottom  loop  of  the  8  and 
above  the  base  of  the  4.  Paired  with  three  different  reverse  dies.  The  repunching 
is  clearly  visible  on  the  first  marriage,  less  prominent  on  the  second,  and 
completely  effaced  on  the  third.  Tentatively  assigned  variety  number  WB-1 1 0  by 
Randy  Wiley.  Scarce. 

5.  Repunched  8.  Minor  repunching  is  visible  above  the  top  of  the  8.  Tentative 
assigned  variety  number  WB-1 1 1  by  Randy  Wiley.  Very  Scarce. 

6.  Repunched  18.  Clearly  visible  repunching  above  the  crossbar  of  the  8.  Minor 
repunching  above  the  right  base  of  the  1 .  Tentatively  assigned  variety  number  WB- 
112  by  Randy  Wiley.  Scarce. 

7.  Repunched  843.  All  three  digits  are  repunched  slightly  north.  The  repunching  is 
most  visible  under  the  horizontal  bar  of  the  4.  This  obverse  is  paired  with  two 
different  reverse  dies.  The  repunching  is  visible  only  on  the  first  marriage. 
Tentatively  assigned  variety  number  WB-1 13.  Scarce. 

8.  Doubled  die  obverse.  Minor  doubling,  most  visible  on  the  shield  lines  nearthe  right 
edge  of  the  shield  and  on  the  right  border.  Paired  with  three  different  reverse  dies. 
The  doubling,  though  minor,  is  visible  on  all  three  marriages.  Tentatively  assigned 
variety  number  WB-1 14.  Scarce. 

1843-0 

1.  Repunched  3.  Repunching  shows  above  the  top  and  above  the  upper  right 
outside  edge  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  3.  Scarce. 

2.  Slightly  triple  punched  4.  Repunching  shows  above  the  crossbar  and  below  the 
base.  Repunching  is  very  minor.  Common. 
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3.  Repunched  mintmark.  Repunching  shows  above  at  the  upper  right  and  inside  at 
the  lower  left.  Paired  with  three  different  obverse  dies.  The  repunching  is  visible 
only  on  the  first  marriage  and  early  states  of  the  second  marriage.  Very  Scarce  in 
die  states  where  the  repunching  is  clearly  visible. 

1844 

1 .  Repunched  84.  Minor  repunching  visible  at  the  top  inside  the  upper  and  lower 
loops  of  the  8,  and  at  the  top  inside  the  triangle  of  the  4.  Common. 

2.  Tripled  8  and  first  4.  The  8  is  repunched  twice  to  the  south.  The  repunching  is 
clearly  visible  at  the  bottom  of  the  upper  loop.  The  first  4  is  repunched  very  slightly 
north.  The  repunching  is  visible  below  the  crossbar.  Scarce. 

3.  Repunched  first  4.  Minor  repunching  is  visible  under  the  serif.  Scarce. 

4.  Repunched  8  with  light  center  dot.  Minor  repunching  is  visible  above  the  crossbar 
of  the  8.  Avery  light  center  dot  is  visible  as  a  small  light  depression  in  the  geometric 
center  of  the  obverse.  Very  Scarce. 

1844-0 

1 .  Fat  1 .  One  obverse  die  has  what  I  call  afat  1 .  Die  polishing  has  narrowed  the  middle 
and  upper  parts  of  the  1  so  the  lower  third  tapers  out  much  wider  than  the  top.  This 
obverse  die  is  paired  with  at  least  four  different  reverses.  The  fat  1  characteristic 
is  present  on  all  four  marriages.  Common,  although  assembling  all  four  marriages 
is  a  challenge. 

2.  Repunched  dates.  I  have  identified  two  different  slightly  repunched  dates  not 
listed  in  the  Wiley-Bugert  book.  Both  are  relatively  common,  and  were  probably 
excluded  from  this  text  because  of  space  limitations. 

1847-0 

1 .  Spiked  foot.  A  very  heavy  die  line  penetrates  Liberty's  sandal  on  this  obverse  die. 
Scarce. 

1849 

1 .  Double  date.  This  die  shows  repunching  on  all  four  digits  of  the  date,  visible  south 
of  the  prominent  digits.  The  doubling  looks  very  similar  to  die  bounce  but  I  have 
seen  it  on  every  coin  from  this  die  that  I  have  examined.  I  have  never  found  an 
example  without  the  doubling  so  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  source  is 
repunching.  Very  Scarce. 

1854-0 

I  will  not  describe  any  varieties  for  this  date  because  they  are  thoroughly  discussed 
in  Mike  Lloyd's  publication  on  the  die  marriages  of  1 854-0  half  dollars.  This  book  is 
another  required  reference  for  the  library  of  any  collector  interested  in  the  varieties  of 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollars. 
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1856 

1 .  Repunched  6.  The  6  is  strongly  repunched,  with  the  original  digit  visible  to  the  right 
of  the  prominent  6.  This  variety  was  just  recently  discovered.  The  discovery  coin 
was  brought  to  my  table  by  another  dealer  during  the  Baltimore  show  in  the  spring 
of  2002.  This  is  the  only  example  that  I  have  seen.  The  remains  of  the  previous  6 
are  so  prominent  that  the  coin  is  a  naked  eye  variety,  not  likely  to  be  missed. 
Extremely  Rare. 

1856-0 

1 .  Repunched  1 .  Repunching  clearly  visible  along  the  top  of  the  prominent  1 . 1  have 
seen  only  3  examples.  Very  Rare. 

1857 

1 .  Repunched  1 .  Two  different  obverse  dies  have  a  deceptively  similar  repunched 
1.  The  repunching  is  clearly  visible  below  the  base  of  the  prominent  1.  The 
repunching  is  identical  on  both  dies.  It  is  necessary  to  note  the  date  position  to 
differentiate  between  the  two  dies.  Both  varieties  are  Very  Scarce. 

2.  Misplaced  1 .  The  base  of  a  misplaced  1  is  clearly  visible  between  the  1 8,  above 
the  base  of  the  1 .  Rare. 


1858 

This  is  one  of  the  highest  mintage  no  motto  dates  in  the  series.  It  is  a  very  interesting 
date  to  study  because  numerous  unlisted  repunched  date  and  misplaced  date 
varieties  have  been  identified.  I  own  over  50  die  marriages  and  numerous  die  state 
examples  for  this  date.  A  listing  of  all  of  the  new  varieties  goes  beyond  the  space 
limitations  of  this  article.  I  hope  to  write  an  article  on  this  date  in  the  future,  or  possibly 
publish  a  separate  study  that  would  be  made  available  to  LSCC  members.  Please 
contact  me  if  you  would  like  more  information  on  this  date. 

1858-0 

This  is  the  highest  mintage  no  motto  date  in  the  series.  Numerous  unlisted 
repunched  date  and  misplaced  date  varieties  have  been  identified.  Like  the  1 858  half 
dollar,  I  own  over  50  die  marriages  and  numerous  die  state  examples  for  this  date. 
A  listing  of  all  of  the  new  varieties  goes  beyond  the  space  limitations  of  this  article.  I 
hope  to  publish  a  separate  study  on  the  varieties  of  this  date  in  the  future.  Please 
contact  me  if  you  would  like  more  information  on  this  date. 

1858-S 

1 .  Misplaced  date.  Misplaced  1 85  on  the  rock  just  below  the  gown  line  and  to  the 
right  of  the  shield  tip.  The  1 8  is  reasonably  clear.  The  5  is  identifiable  once  you 
have  located  the  1 8.  I  have  seen  three  examples  of  this  variety,  two  others  have 
been  reported.  Very  Rare. 
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1864 

1 .  Doubled  die  obverse.  The  doubling  is  clearly  visible  on  Liberty's  hair  and  eye.  It 
would  likely  disappear  on  worn  examples  in  grades  below  VF-XF.  Rare. 


1865 

1 .  Repunched  5.  The  lower  loop  of  the  original  5  shows  under  the  upper  part  of  the 
prominent  5. 1  have  seen  only  one  example.  Extremely  Rare. 

1865-S 

1 .  Repunched  1 .  Repunching  shows  above  the  serif  of  the  1 .  Scarce. 

1867 

1.  Repunched  1.  Repunching  visible  below  the  base  of  the  prominent  1.  Very  Rare. 

1867-  S 

1.  Repunched  1.  Repunching  visible  below  the  base  of  the  prominent  1.  The 
mintmark  also  appears  to  show  very  faint  repunching  within  the  upper  loop. 
Scarce. 

2.  Misplaced  digit.  The  top  of  an  8  or  6  is  visible  in  the  denticles  between  the  86. 1 
have  seen  only  one  example.  Extremely  Rare. 

1868 

1 .  Repunched  1 8.  Repunching  visible  above  the  base  of  the  prominent  1  and  above 
the  inside  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  first  8.  Scarce,  possibly  Rare.  A  common  die 
marriage,  but  evidence  of  the  repunching  was  apparently  polished  off  the  die. 
Early  die  state  examples  with  visible  repunching  are  Very  Scarce. 

1868-  S 

1 .  Repunched  1 8.  Repunching  visible  below  both  digits.  A  common  die  marriage, 
but  early  die  state  examples  with  visible  repunching  are  Rare. 

2.  Repunched  S.  Same  reverse  as  1867-S  WB-103.  The  repunching  is  a  little  less 
visible  in  this  usage.  Scarce. 

3.  Misplaced  digit.  The  top  of  a  6  or  8  is  visible  above  the  denticles  below  the  left  side 
of  the  second  8.  Very  Scarce. 

4.  Misplaced  digit.  The  top  of  a  6  or  8  is  visible  in  the  denticles  just  left  of  being 
centered  under  the  second  8.  Very  Scarce. 

1870 

1.  Repunched  LAsecond  obverse  die  with  repunching  very  similartoWB-1 02  of  this 
date.  This  variety  can  be  differentiated  from  WB-102  by  noting  the  date  position. 
Scarce. 
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1871 

1.  Repunchedl.  Repunching  is  visible  below  the  base  of  the  prominent  1.  Scarce. 

1871-CC 

1 .  Repunched  71 .  Repunching  on  the  71  is  virtually  identical  to  that  on  WB-1 02,  but 
the  date  position  is  different.  Paired  with  a  reverse  die  that  was  also  used  to  strike 
1 872-CC,  1 873-CC  and  1 876-CC  half  dollars.  This  is  Reverse  C  as  described  in  my 
article  on  die  marriages  for  1 873-CC  half  dollars  in  Issue  #83  of  the  journal.  Very 
Scarce. 

1873 

Randy  Wiley  also  deserves  co-credit  for  this  section.  We  have  spent  many  hours 
researching  the  varieties  of  this  year.  We  hope  to  co-author  an  article  on  the  die 
marriages  of  this  year  in  a  future  issue  of  the  journal. 

1.  Repunched  3.  Large  arrows.  Repunching  is  visible  under  the  base  of  the 
prominent  3.  This  obverse  die  is  paired  with  two  different  reverses.  The  repunching 
is  clearly  visible  on  both  marriages.  Scarce. 

2.  Misplaced  digit.  Large  arrows.  Proof  only  issue.  A  misplaced  digit  appears  in  the 
denticles  between  the  3  and  the  right  arrow.  Common,  but  expensive  as  a  proof 
only  issue. 

3.  Doubled  die  reverse.  Large  arrows.  The  doubling  is  clearest  on  the  tops  of  the 
letters  WE  TRUST  in  the  motto.  This  reverse  is  paired  with  two  different  obverse 
dies.  The  doubling  is  visible  on  both  marriages.  Scarce. 

4.  Repunched  1 .  Large  arrows.  The  repunching  is  visible  above  the  base,  most 
prominent  on  the  left.  Rare. 

1 873-CC 

1 .  Misplaced  digits.  Large  mintmark.  This  obverse  die  has  several  misplaced  digits 
in  the  denticles  and  on  the  rim  below  the  date.  The  most  prominent  of  these  is  the 
top  of  an  apparent  3  that  protrudes  above  the  denticles  between  the  7  and  3.  This 
is  Die  Marriage  7-C  as  described  and  illustrated  in  my  article  on  1 873-CC  half 
dollars  that  appeared  in  Issue  #83  of  the  journal.  Very  Scarce. 

1874 

1 .  Triple  punched  7.  Small  arrows.  The  repunching  is  visible  on  the  lower  tip  of  the 
serif  of  the  7.  Very  Scarce. 

2.  Repunched  74.  Large  arrows.  The  repunching  is  visible  at  the  base  of  each  digit. 
This  is  one  of  two  obverse  dies  paired  with  a  reverse  that  Wiley  and  Bugert 
describe  as  having  "haywire  die  scratches"  in  their  reference  book  on  Seated  half 
dollars.  Rare. 

3.  Repunched  date  and  right  arrow.  Large  arrows.  The  original  punch  slanted  down. 
This  was  corrected  so  the  prominent  date  is  level.  Rare. 

4.  Repunched  arrow  and  misplaced  digits.  Large  arrows.  The  right  arrow  is 
repunched  large  over  small  with  the  large  arrow  being  the  prominent  punch.  There 
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are  possibly  four  misplaced  digits  in  the  denticles,  between  the  87,  between  the 
74,  below  the  4  and  below  the  arrow  shaft.  Rare. 

5.  Repunched  left  arrow  and  broken  7.  Large  arrows.  The  repunching  shows  clearly 
below  the  left  arrow.  The  7  has  a  broken  serif.  Rare. 

6.  Repunched  arrow.  Large  arrows.  The  right  arrow  is  repunched  large  over  small 
with  the  large  arrow  being  the  prominent  punch.  The  repunching  is  clearly  visible 
above  the  prominent  arrow.  Rare. 

1874-  CC 

1 .  Misplaced  1 .  The  base  of  a  misplaced  1  protrudes  from  the  left  edge  of  the  scroll. 
This  variety  was  discovered  by  Randy  Wiley  a  few  years  ago.  Rare. 

1875 

1.  Repunched  1.  Very  slight  repunching  is  visible  under  the  serif  of  the  1.  Two 
different  obverse  dies  exist  with  virtually  the  identical  repunching.  These  two  dies 
can  be  differentiated  by  studying  the  date  position  and  they  are  paired  with  two 
different  reverse  dies.  Scarce,  one  marriage  possibly  Rare. 

2.  Repunched  18.  Again  there  are  two  different  obverse  dies  with  virtually  identical 
repunching,  visible  above  both  sides  of  the  base  of  the  1  and  above  the  bottom 
inside  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  8.  These  obverse  dies  can  be  differentiated  by  date 
position  and  they  are  paired  with  different  reverse  dies.  One  of  these  reverses  was 
used  for  one  of  the  repunched  1  varieties.  The  repunched  1 8  variety  is  a  later  use 
of  that  reverse  die.  Rare. 

1875-  CC 

1.  Bearded  Liberty.  This  variety  has  prominent  die  lines  extending  down  from 
Liberty's  chin.  Easily  seen,  this  is  a  naked  eye  variety  for  those  with  reasonable 
vision.  This  obverse  is  paired  with  three  different  reverses,  one  having  the 
repunched  mintmark  described  as  WB-102.  A  second  reverse  has  an  unlisted 
repunched  mintmark.  The  medium  CC  mintmark  is  repunched  with  a  counter- 
clockwise rotation  between  the  first  and  second  punches.  The  third  reverse  has 
a  normal  medium  CC  mintmark.  Scarce. 

1876 

Rarity  estimates  for  the  varieties  of  this  date  are  very  hard  to  obtain  due  to  a  very 
high  mintage.  Coins  of  this  date  are  so  plentiful  that  there  are  likely  to  be  many  more 
varieties  in  its  large  mintage  that  have  not  yet  been  identified.  I  know  of  approximately 
a  dozen  additional  varieties  that  have  minor  repunching  on  the  date  digits  and/or 
possible  misplaced  digits  in  the  denticles.  Besides  Randy  Wiley  and  myself,  Russell 
Prinzinger  has  done  extensive  research  on  the  varieties  of  this  particular  date.  The 
rarity  estimates  for  this  date  are  based  on  my  experience  but  they  are  frequently 
conservative  due  to  the  high  mintage. 

1 .  Misplaced  date.  The  top  of  a  full  date  is  visible  in  the  denticles,  shifted  slightly  left 
of  the  prominent  date.  Type  1  reverse.  Tentatively  assigned  variety  number  WB- 
1 09  by  Randy  Wiley.  Very  Scarce. 
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2.  Misplaced  digit.  The  base  of  a  1  protrudes  from  Liberty's  hair  to  the  left  of  the  pole. 
Type  1  reverse.  Discovered  by  Russell  Prinzinger.  The  discovery  coin  is  the  only 
one  that  I  have  seen.  Tentatively  assigned  variety  nunnber  WB-112  by  Randy 
Wiley.  Extremely  Rare. 

3.  Center  dot  obverse.  No  repunching  on  the  date.  Type  2  reverse.  The  center  dot 
is  very  prominent.  Tentatively  assigned  variety  number  WB-1 1 3  by  Randy  Wiley. 
Scarce. 

4.  Transitional  reverse.  Dies  created  from  the  same  reverse  hub  used  for  1 877  WB- 
101.  Tentatively  assigned  variety  number  WB-1 14  by  Randy  Wiley.  Several 
different  die  marriages  exist  for  this  variety.  Common  in  terms  of  the  number  that 
I  have  seen  over  the  years,  but  still  quite  difficult  to  locate.  I  would  estimate  that 
less  than  5%  of  1876  half  dollars  have  the  transitional  reverse.  Common. 

5.  Broken  1 .  The  base  of  the  1  is  broken  and  tilted  down,  possibly  from  a  broken 
punch.  This  obverse  is  paired  with  two  different  reverse  dies.  Tentatively 
assigned  variety  number  WB-1 1 5  by  Randy  Wiley.  Scarce. 

6.  Broken  and  triple  punched  1 .  Similartothe  variety  above,  but  the  1  is  very  slightly 
triple  punched.  There  is  a  lump  on  the  top  of  the  right  side  of  the  upper  loop  of 
the  8. 1  have  seen  only  one  example.  Extremely  Rare. 

7.  Center  dot  obverse  with  repunched  76.  The  center  dot  is  less  prominent  than  on 
variety  #3  above,  but  still  very  notable.  The  digits  76  are  repunched  north,  with 
the  original  digits  visible  below  the  prominent  76.  Type  1  reverse.  Tentatively 
assigned  variety  number  WB-1 16  by  Randy  Wiley.  Scarce. 

8.  Mispunched  6.  The  upper  loop  of  a  mispunched  6  is  visible  high  between  the 
prominent  76.  Type  1  reverse.  Tentatively  assigned  variety  number  WB-1 17  by 
Randy  Wiley.  I  have  seen  only  three  examples.  Very  Rare. 

9.  Misplaced  digit  and  repunched  date.  The  digits  876  are  repunched  north,  with  the 
original  punches  visible  below  the  prominent  876.  The  lower  loop  of  an  8 
protrudes  from  the  lower  right  side  of  the  shield.  Type  1  reverse.  Tentatively 
assigned  variety  number  WB-1 1 8  by  Randy  Wiley.  Scarce. 

1 0.  Misplaced  mintmark.  The  base  of  a  C  is  visible  on  Liberty's  neck.  Discovered  by 
Allan  Murphy.  Described  and  illustrated  in  Issue  #70  of  the  journal.  Type  1 
reverse.  This  is  a  proof  only  issue.  Tentatively  assigned  variety  number  WB-1 1 9 
by  Randy  Wiley.  This  variety  represents  about  40%  of  the  proof  population  for  the 
date.  Relatively  Common. 

1 1 .  Repunched  76.  The  under  digits  are  high,  visible  between  the  76  and  in  the  lower 
loop  of  the  6.  Rare. 

1876-S 

1 .  Type  2  reverse,  very  small  normal  S.  Wiley-Bugert  lists  only  one  variety  of  1 876- 
S  with  a  Type  2  reverse.  This  is  variety  WB-1 03  with  a  recut  mintmark.  A  variety 
with  the  Type  2  reverse  and  a  very  small  normal  mintmark  has  since  been 
discovered.  This  variety  is  extremely  rare,  probably  R-6-f-  in  all  grades.  The 
Eliasberg  collection  contained  an  example  of  this  rarity  in  mint  state.  This  is 
currently  the  finest  known,  with  most  other  examples  being  in  grades  from  Good 
to  Very  Fine.  Rare. 

2.  Repunched  mintmark,  S  over  micro  8.  I  have  found  three  separate  reverse  dies 
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that  appear  to  have  a  very  small  S  mintmark  punched  over  an  original  micro  S. 
Each  of  these  reverse  dies  is  aType  1 .  Each  of  these  dies  is  paired  with  a  different 
obverse  die.  As  an  overall  variety  the  S  over  micro  S  is  scarce.  One  of  the  reverse 
dies  could  be  tougher  to  find  than  the  others.  Scarce. 

3.  Repunched  mintmark,  very  small  rotated  S.  The  original  S  was  punched  into  the 
die,  then  repunched  with  a  slight  counterclockwise  rotation.  Remnants  of  the 
original  mintmark  are  visible  outside  the  upper  and  lower  serifs  of  the  prominent 
S.  I  have  found  three  separate  reverse  dies  with  similar  repunching,  each  paired 
with  a  different  obverse.  As  an  overall  variety  these  are  scarce.  It  is  possible  one 
of  these  reverses  could  be  tougher  to  find  than  the  others.  Scarce. 

1876-CC 

1.  Medium  repunched  mintmarks.  Two  different  reverse  dies  exhibit  similar 
repunching.  Both  Cs  are  repunched,  with  a  slight  rotation  between  punches. 
Both  of  the  Cs  appear  to  have  a  double  serif.  One  of  these  reverses  is  paired  with 
two  different  obverse  dies,  the  second  reverse  is  paired  with  a  third  obverse.  The 
reverses  are  both  Type  1 .  Scarce. 

2.  Repunched  8.  Type  1  reverse,  medium  CC.  The  8  is  repunched  north,  with  the 
original  digit  visible  under  the  upper  loop  of  the  prominent  8.  Scarce. 

3.  Repunched  date.  Type  1  reverse,  medium  CC.  The  entire  date  is  repunched 
north.  Remnants  of  the  original  date  are  most  visible  under  the  7  and  6.  The  curl 
of  the  original  6  is  faintly  visible  high  between  the  76.  Interestingly,  there  are  what 
appear  to  be  the  tops  of  several  8s  or  6s  in  the  reverse  denticles  under  the  L  and 
period  of  DOL.  This  is  the  only  variety  I  know  with  possible  reverse  misplaced 
digits.  Rare. 

4.  Repunched  1 .  Type  1  reverse,  medium  CC.  The  1  is  repunched  strongly  south. 
The  original  1  is  most  visible  above  the  left  side  of  the  base  of  the  prominent  1 . 
Rare. 

5.  Repunched  8.  Type  1  reverse.  The  8  is  repunched  very  slightly  north.  The  original 
8  is  most  visible  under  the  top  of  the  upper  loop  of  the  prominent  8.  This  obverse 
die  can  be  found  paired  with  two  different  reverse  dies.  Both  reverses  are  Type 
1 .  The  first  marriage  has  a  medium  CC  mintmark  while  the  second  has  a  small 
CC  mintmark.  Scarce. 

1877 

Rarity  estimates  for  the  varieties  of  this  date  are  also  very  hard  to  obtain  due  to  the 
very  high  mintage.  Coins  of  this  date  are  so  plentiful  that  there  are  likely  many  more 
varieties  that  have  not  yet  been  identified.  The  rarity  estimates  for  this  date  are  based 
on  my  experience  but  they  are  frequently  conservative  due  to  the  high  mintage. 

1.  Repunched  77.  Type  1  reverse.  This  is  a  proof  only  issue.  It  exhibits  clear 
repunching  just  below  the  tail  of  each  7  in  the  date.  I  am  aware  of  only  4  examples. 
Extremely  Rare. 

2.  1 877/6.  Type  2  reverse.  This  variety  was  first  described  and  illustrated  by  F.  Fazzari 
in  Issue  #50  and  it  has  been  discussed  and  debated  at  length  in  the  journal.  The 
under  digit  is  seen  on  the  top  of  the  last  7  in  the  date.  This  characteristic  has  been 
noted  on  two  different  obverse  dies.  Rare,  but  probably  because  evidence  of  the 


15 


under  digit  wears  away  on  coins  in  less  than  AU  grades.  Rare. 

3.  Repunched  1 .  Type  2  reverse.  Minor  repunching  visible  under  the  base  of  the  1 . 
Scarce. 

4.  Doubled  date.  Type  2  reverse.  The  original  date  was  punched  into  the  die  slanting 
down  from  left  to  right,  then  repunched  level.  The  repunching  is  most  visible  on 
the  8,  both  above  and  within  the  prominent  digit.  Rare. 

5.  Repunched  77.  Type  2  reverse.  Repunching  is  visible  below  the  tails  of  each  7 
and  below  the  crossbar  of  the  second  7.  Rare. 

6.  Repunched  8.  Type  2  reverse.  The  8  is  repunched  sharply  south.  The  repunching 
is  visible  inside  the  upper  and  lower  loops.  Rare. 

7.  Misplaced  digit.  Type  2  reverse.  An  apparent  top  of  an  8  is  visible  in  the  denticles 
between  the  77,  slightly  closer  to  the  first  7.  I  have  seen  examples  of  this  variety 
paired  with  two  different  reverse  dies.  The  misplaced  digit  is  visible  but  weak  on 
the  second  marriage.  Scarce. 

1877-S 

1 .  Misplaced  digit.  There  is  either  a  misplaced  digit  or  a  very  strong  die  line  in  the 
denticles  to  the  right  of  the  last  7.  I  have  found  this  obverse  die  paired  with  two 
different  reverses,  the  first  marriage  with  a  micro  S  mintmark,  the  second  with  a 
very  small  S  mintmark.  Scarce. 

2.  Transitional  reverse.  Die  created  from  the  same  reverse  hub  used  on  the  1877 
WB-101  variety.  I  have  only  found  one  die  marriage.  Very  Rare. 


Well  Defined  Centerline  on  Leaves  of  1877  Half  Dollar 
with  Transitional  Reverse 
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1881 

1 .  Transitional  reverse.  Die  created  from  the  same  reverse  hub  used  on  the  1877 
WB-101  variety.  Scarce. 

1882 

1 .  Repunched  date  and  doubled  die  reverse.  Several  date  digits  are  repunched. 
The  1  has  a  very  noticeable  tine  in  the  field  just  left  of  the  base  of  the  prominent 
1 .  The  reverse  die  is  very  slightly  doubled.  Very  Scarce. 

1891 

1 .  Doubled  die  reverse.  The  reverse  die  is  doubled.  The  doubling  is  most  visible  on 
the  eagle's  tail  feathers  and  on  HALF  DOL.  Scarce. 

This  is  a  very  long  list  of  new  varieties  in  the  Seated  half  dollar  series.  Its  length 
emphasizes  the  opportunity  still  available  to  collectors  for  the  discovery  of  new  die 
varieties.  With  diligent  searching  there  is  still  a  very  good  chance  that  a  collector  will 
be  able  to  find  a  previously  unreported  variety.  I  hope  that  club  members  will  find  this 
format  useful  in  presenting  some  preliminary  information  on  many  of  the  newly 
discovered  varieties  in  the  Seated  half  dollar  series.  I  have  a  long  list  of  articles  that 
I  would  like  to  write  for  the  journal  but  I  have  concluded  that  most  of  them  will  just  not 
get  written  until  after  I  retire.  My  day  job,  my  collecting  interests  and  my  coin  business 
simply  require  all  of  my  time.  I  have  therefore  decided  to  try  this  simpler  approach  so 
that  information  on  these  new  discoveries  will  reach  the  collector  more  quickly.  I 
realize  that  the  lack  of  pictures  may  make  it  a  little  harder  to  accurately  attribute  some 
of  the  varieties.  However,  I  would  be  happy  to  provide  additional  information  on  any 
of  the  varieties  listed  in  this  article  if  a  collector  has  any  question  about  the  proper 
attribution  of  a  specific  coin.  Please  feel  free  to  call,  write,  or  send  an  e-mail  message. 
I  can  be  reached  by  telephone  at  (281)  334-2476  or  by  e-mail  at 
osburnrk@mcleodusa.net.  My  mailing  address  is  Dick  Osburn,  Box  596,  Kemah, 
Texas  77565. 

References: 

1 .  "The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars"  by  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill 
Bugert,  published  by  the  DLRC  Press  in  1993. 

2.  "Two  Dates  are  Better  Than  One  -  A  Collector's  Guide  to  Misplaced  Dates"  by 
Kevin  Flynn,  published  by  KCK  Press  in  1997. 

3.  "The  Varieties  of  1854  New  Orleans  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars",  published 
privately  by  Mike  Lloyd,  August  1998. 

4.  "Die  Marriages  for  1873-CC  Half  Dollars",  Gobrecht  Journal  article  by  Dick 
Osburn,  Issue  #83,  March  2002. 

5.  "A  Study  of  1876  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars",  Gobrecht  Journal  article  by  J. 
Russell  Prinzinger,  Issue  #78,  July  2000. 

6.  "An  1 876  Proof  Half  Dollar  with  a  Misplaced  Mintmark  on  the  Obverse",  Gobrecht 
Journal  article  by  Allan  C.  Murphy,  Issue  #70,  November  1997. 
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Let's  be  More  Objective  about  Coin  Grading 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 


While  reading  Issue  #85  of  the  journal  I  found  the  article  by  Michael  Atkins  entitled 
"Grading  the  Toned  Coins  from  the  Benson  Collection"  to  be  very  interesting.  Atkins 
tells  us  about  a  toned  1 853  dime  graded  MS-64  by  PCGS  that  was  upgraded  to  MS- 
67  by  another  grading  service.  He  also  describes  atoned  1856  dime  graded  AU-58 
by  PCGS  that  was  upgraded  to  MS-64  by  another  service.  In  both  cases,  the  new 
grades  indicate  a  substantial  increase  in  value  as  measured  in  the  PCGS.com  price 
guide  according  to  the  author.  The  attractive  toning  is  suggested  as  the  reason  for 
the  certification  at  a  higher  grade.  I  would  like  to  examine  the  merits  of  this  practice. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  wear  that  a  coin  can  have  on  its  surfaces.  (1 )  Physical  wear 
from  friction.  (2)  Chemical  wear  from  being  attacked  by  reactive  chemicals.  Both 
kinds  of  wear  can  be  demonstrated  and  proven  scientifically.  Physical  wear  is  the 
easiest  to  understand  because  it  can  usually  be  seen  if  the  coin  is  not  heavily  toned 
or  corroded.  There  is  a  loss  in  weight  from  the  friction  that  can  be  measured.  Coins 
circulating  commercially  suffer  this  kind  of  wear. 

Chemical  wear  is  more  difficult  for  the  collector  to  understand.  For  example,  cars 
show  rust  from  being  exposed  to  salt,  oxygen  and  water.  The  iron  in  the  metal  parts 
oxidizes  to  form  rust  or  chloride  compounds.  Each  iron  compound  has  a  different 
color  and  the  iron  is  no  longer  in  the  atomic  state.  The  iron  in  the  car  parts  is  not  the 
same  as  originally  made  by  the  manufacturer.  The  car  shows  chemical  wear. 

A  similar  thing  can  happen  to  silver  coins  when  they  are  exposed  to  oxygen  and 
hydrogen  sulfide  according  to  the  following  equation: 

4Ag  +      +  2H2S  2Ag^S  +  2Hp 

The  oxidized  silver  that  produces  the  silver  sulfide  on  coins  is  analogous  to  the 
rusting  of  iron  on  a  car.  The  Ag^S  can  rub  off  on  our  hands  just  as  rust  can  while 
handling  rusty  car  parts.  The  hands  of  bank  tellers  often  turned  black  from  silver 
sulfide  in  the  days  when  they  handled  toned  silver  coins  from  circulation  all  day  long. 
The  quantity  of  silver  removed  from  the  atomic  state  by  corrosive  chemicals  is 
reviewed  in  Issue  #68  of  the  journal.  This  chemical  wear  has  been  quantified  for  silver 
quarters.  The  actual  amount  of  silver  removed  from  its  atomic  state  has  been 
determined  for  golden,  reddish  and  blue  toning  coloration. 

Let  us  assume  that  two  untoned  silver  dimes  were  saved  from  an  original  roll  and 
that  each  grades  MS-63.  Assume  that  the  collector  of  one  of  these  dimes  protects  his 
coin  from  chemical  wear  by  placing  it  in  a  corrosion  Intercept  bag.  Suppose  that  the 
other  collector  places  his  MS-63  dime  in  a  drawer  full  of  paper  containing  trace  levels 
of  sulfur  and  forgets  about  it  for  ten  years.  One  day  he  rediscovers  his  coin  in  the 
drawer  and  finds  that  it  is  now  toned  red,  purple  and  blue.  He  likes  what  he  sees  and 
sends  it  to  a  grading  service  for  encapsulation.  He  receives  a  grade  of  MS-65  from 
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the  service  because  the  grader  likes  coins  with  attractive  coloration.  Does  this 
increase  in  grade  because  of  pretty  chemical  wear  make  any  sense?  The  collector 
who  protected  his  brilliant  uncirculated  coin  from  chemical  wear  still  has  a  coin  that 
grades  MS-63. 

I  have  suggested  in  a  number  of  coin  publications  that  lightly  toned  coins  be 
graded  Uncirculated  instead  of  Mint  State  if  no  physical  wear  is  evidenced.  Toned 
coins  are  not  Mint  State.  They  did  not  come  off  the  coining  press  chemically  toned 
or  corroded.  Objectively,  coins  cannot  improve  in  grade  due  to  chemical  wear  after 
being  minted.  The  darker  the  sulfide  toning  on  a  silver  coin,  the  greater  the  chemical 
wear.  Just  remember,  the  next  color  after  blue  is  black. 


coo 

Silver  Change  in  1853 

This  article  contains  a  notice  entitled  "Silver  Change"  that  was  published  in  The 
Portsmouth  Journal  on  Saturday  May  7,  1853.  This  notice  was  published  to  alert 
readers  to  activities  at  the  U.S.  Mint  in  response  to  the  Mint  Act  of  February  21 , 1 853 
that  reduced  the  authorized  weight  of  circulating  silver  coinage.  This  notice  was 
found  in  the  newspaper  by  Richard  Winslow  III  of  New  Hampshire.  The  notice  as  it  was 
published  in  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire  nearly  150  years  ago  is  as  follows: 

Silver  Change 

The  vexation  and  annoyance  to  which  almost  every  person  in  the  community  has 
been  subjected  by  reason  of  the  premium  on  silver  coin,  will  soon  be  done  away  with. 
The  directors  of  the  mint  have  made  arrangements  for  a  prompt  execution  of  the  law 
of  Congress,  and  will  soon  furnish  an  abundance  of  silver  change.  In  most  parts  of 
the  country  silver  has  been  at  a  premium  of  five  per  cent  and  never  would  have  shown 
itself  in  general  circulation  so  long  as  its  value  was  so  much  enhanced  over  that  of 
the  increasing  paper  currency. 

The  Cincinnati  Commercial  states  that  the  Kentucky  banks  have  already  shipped 
$400,000  to  be  recoined.  Large  amounts  of  silver  are  held  by  the  banks  in  the  large 
cities,  which  are  finding  their  way  to  the  mint  at  Philadelphia.  There  are,  besides, 
millions  of  dollars  laid  up  in  shot  bags  and  old  stocking  legs,  which  have  been 
securely  hid  away  in  the  desks  of  good  housewives  and  plodding  farmers  in  all  parts 
of  the  Union,  which  will  be  sent  to  the  mint  and  sold  at  the  appropriate  price,  and  put 
again  into  circulation,  as  there  is  no  longer  any  reason  for  their  continued  seclusion. 

The  New  York  Mirror  says:  "Spanish  quarter  dollars  are  intrinsically  worth  twenty 
cents.  Government  is  preparing  an  enormous  issue  of  new  quarter  dollars.  The  banks 
will  be  supplied  this  month.  The  Spanish  quarters  will  then  be  called  in  at  twenty  cents. 
Those  old  fogies  who  have  been  hoarding  up  Spanish  coin  had  better  put  it  in 
circulation,  or  they  will  lose  twenty  per  cent." 
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The  New  Orleans  Mint  Museum  Exhibit 


I  attended  the  grand  opening  for  the  new  exhibits  at  the  Old  New  Orleans  Mint  in 
November  2002  and  had  the  opportunity  to  speak  with  Greg  Lambousy,  Director  of 
Collections  for  the  Louisiana  State  Museums.  We  discussed  the  exhibits  and  I 
complimented  him  on  the  great  improvements  that  were  made  in  the  displays  at  the 
museum.  Before  this  recent  work,  there  was  very  little  in  the  exhibits  describing 
events  that  related  to  the  striking  of  coins  at  the  New  Orleans  Mint  during  the  19'^ 
century.  There  was  a  small  section  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  building  as  an  actual  mint 
that  consisted  only  of  a  few  pictures  with  a  brief  description  of  what  took  place  there 
more  than  a  century  ago.  There  was  a  collection  of  New  Orleans  coins  but  over  90% 
of  them  were  badly  worn  or  damaged.  It  was  a  very  poor  exhibit  for  a  building  of  such 
historical  significance.  Director  Lambousy  has  since  added  an  old  steam  driven 
press,  a  couple  of  nice  large  balance  scales,  a  planchet  weighing  machine,  a  viewing 
machine  and  many  other  coin  production  related  items.  He  also  found  some  old 
photographs  of  previous  Mint  directors  and  their  families  and  there  is  even  a  logbook 
from  one  of  the  previous  maintenance  managers.  But  we  both  agreed  that  more 
exhibits  were  needed  in  describing  and  illustrating  the  coin  collection  on  display  at 
the  museum. 

While  many  of  the  worn  and  damaged  coins  have  been  replaced,  there  is  still 
plenty  of  room  for  improving  the  quality  of  the  collection  at  the  museum.  The  New 
Orleans  Mint  produced  coinage  from  the  silver  three  cent  piece  to  the  gold  double 
eagle  and  many  types  are  still  needed  to  illustrate  the  wide  range  of  coins  struck  at 
the  facility.  The  ultimate  display  would  be  a  complete  date  set  of  each  denomination 
struck  at  the  mint  but  such  a  collection  would  be  very  difficult  to  acquire  since  the  New 
Orleans  Mint  struck  some  of  the  nation's  rarest  and  most  treasured  coins.  Documents 
relating  to  the  service  of  mint  employees  and  data  associated  with  the  operation  of 
the  Mint  would  also  improve  the  quality  of  the  exhibits.  This  could  take  the  form  of  old 
letters  from  mint  employees,  newspaper  articles  about  mint  operations,  old  diaries 
from  employees,  records  of  coins  being  shipped  from  the  mint,  records  of  banks 
receiving  coins  from  the  mint  or  other  historical  records  relating  to  the  mint. 

The  New  Orleans  Mint  Museum  is  currently  interested  in  donations  that  will 
improve  the  quality  of  the  material  on  display  for  visitors  to  this  historic  location.  Any 
donations  would  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the  museum  and  by  all  future  Mint  visitors. 
The  museum  would  also  like  to  hear  from  collectors  with  their  ideas  on  how  the 
exhibits  can  be  improved.  Director  Lambousy  would  like  the  museum  to  be  consid- 
ered a  destination  for  all  numismatists  in  the  United  States.  Anyone  interested  in 
additional  information  about  the  current  work  being  done  at  the  Mint  museum  can 
contact  me  as  follows:  Lynn  Ourso,  P.O.  Box  1 ,  Brusly,  Louisiana  70719. 1  can  also 
be  contacted  by  e-mail  at:  lourso@neworleansrarecoins.com. 

Lynn  Ourso 
LSCC  #1676 
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The  Parallel  World  of  Liberty  Seated  Patterns 

by 

Rick  Kay 

US  patterns  provide  insight  into  the  decision-making  process  regarding  changes 
in  the  designs  on  US  coinage.  For  collectors  of  Seated  coinage,  Gobrecht  is  a 
household  name.  Paquet,  Sully,  Hughes  and  Longacre  are  familiar  names  as  well. 
William  Barber  is  also  well  known  for  being  associated  with  the  twenty  cent  piece  and 
for  modeling  the  arrows  flanking  the  dates  on  some  Seated  coins.  But  few  people 
realize  that  the  ideas  and  labor  of  these  individuals  also  helped  create  patterns  that 
led  to  the  ultimate  adoption  of  many  different  variants  of  the  Liberty  Seated  design  on 
regular  issue  coinage. 

The  name  Gobrecht  is  as  meaningful  to  pattern  collectors  as  it  is  to  collectors  of 
regular  issue  Seated  coinage.  The  coin  that  begat  these  parallel  Liberty  Seated 
worlds  is  the  1836  Judd  60  Gobrecht  dollar  which  is  considered  by  many  to  be  a 
regular  issue  coin  even  though  it  is  listed  in  various  pattern  reference  books. 
According  to  the  website  of  The  U.S.  Society  of  Pattern  Collectors,  many  of  the  other 
Gobrecht  dollars  are  believed  to  have  been  struck  years  later.  The  1 836  Judd  63  and 
Judd  65  Gobrecht  dollars  are  considered  to  be  fantasy  restrikes  made  deliberately 
for  collectors  some  time  in  the  1870s.  Even  the  1836  Judd  58  Gobrecht  dollar  is 
believed  to  have  been  struck  many  years  after  its  1836  date. 

In  the  parallel  pattern  world  of  what-if,  Longacre  is  equally  well  known  for  his 
rendition  of  a  seated  Liberty  wearing  an  Indian  headdress.  Barber  is  known  for  his 
Amazonian  design  of  a  partially  draped  seated  Liberty  with  her  right  hand  extended 
above  the  head  of  an  eagle  with  spread  wings.  Paquet  also  created  a  design  for 
various  patterns  in  1 859  and  Joseph  Bailly  created  his  version  of  a  seated  Liberty  for 
patterns  in  1873  and  1874. 

Patterns  are  prototypes  the  United  States  Mint  considers  for  coins  that,  for  the 
most  part,  were  never  approved.  Most  patterns  are  very  rare,  and  some  are  unique. 
Nevertheless,  the  term  pattern  is  often  used  to  refer  to  coins  that  do  not  strictly  fall 
within  this  definition.  The  following  paragraph  defines  several  terms  for  coins  that  are 
often  referred  to  as  patterns. 

As  noted  on  the  website  of  The  U.S.  Society  of  Pattern  Collectors,  an  experimental 
piece  is  any  coin,  pattern  or  production  piece  either  struck  in  a  new  metal  or  alloy  to 
test  the  alloy  or  struck  to  test  a  new  edge  device.  A  regular  dies  trial  piece  is  any  off 
metal  striking  from  production  dies  on  a  normal  sized  planchet.  A  ma/e  has  obverse 
and  reverse  dies  that  were  not  initially  meant  to  be  used  together.  A  restrike  is  a  coin 
struck  later  than  that  indicated  by  its  date. 

The  Liberty  Seated  design,  in  oneform  or  another,  has  been  represented  on  United 
States  regular  issue  coinage  from  the  half  dime  to  the  silver  dollar.  Barber's  famous 
Amazonian  design,  as  well  as  the  pictured  Paquet  design  J-235  half  dollar,  the  1 863 
regular  dies  J-338  and  J-340  half  dollars,  the  Longacre  Indian  Princess  J-1098 
quarter  and  the  Liberty  at  the  Seashore  J-1 468  dollar  provide  a  relatively  good  sample 
of  Liberty  Seated  patterns  struck  during  the  middle  of  the  19'^  century.  As  is  evident 
from  the  pictures,  these  designs  can  be  spectacular  and  many  are  quite  rare.  My 
personal  favorite  is  the  J-1 468  dollar  for  which  three  are  known.  Many  other  Liberty 
Seated  patterns  are  nearly  as  rare. 
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Liberty  Seated  Patterns 


The  Liberty  Seated  design  has  been  represented  on  all  of  the  smaller  denomina- 
tions of  US  coinage  except  for  the  half  cent  and  the  two  cent  piece.  Many  of  these 
designs  were  struck  as  patterns  but  never  adopted  for  general  circulation.  What 
about  a  Gobrecht  cent?  Variations  in  Gobrecht's  obverse  and  reverse  designs 
appeared  regularly  on  pattern  coinage  from  1838  to  1876.  Several  patterns  were 
struck  in  1854  to  assist  in  determining  possible  obverses  for  a  new  one  cent  coin. 
These  included  the  J-156  to  J-159  Liberty  Seated  patterns  and  the  J-163  to  J-165b 
Flying  Eagle  patterns.  Each  design  was  struck  in  more  than  one  composition.  Two 
different  Flying  Eagle  patterns  were  struck,  each  represented  in  copper  and  in 
bronze,  the  main  difference  between  them  being  the  size  of  the  laurel  wreath  on  the 
reverse.  These  patterns  were  still  approximately  the  size  of  a  large  cent. 

Another  offshoot  of  a  Gobrecht  design  is  J-1 80,  the  1 856  Flying  Eagle  cent.  This 
coin  is  known  to  many  as  a  pattern,  but  some  pattern  experts  consider  it  to  be  a 
regular  issue  coin  because  it  was  struck  in  proof  and  as  a  business  strike.  Flying  Eagle 
patterns  were  struck  again  in  1857,  though  they  were  regular  dies  trial  pieces.  The 
Flying  Eagle  design  last  made  an  appearance  in  1858,  both  on  regular  issue  cents 
and  on  patterns.  Some  of  the  patterns  feature  an  eagle  with  a  crooked  neck,  which 
I  believe  is  relatively  unattractive. 

US  patterns  provide  more  than  just  a  parallel  w/7af-/y  world.  They  provide  insight 
into  the  decision-making  process  at  the  Mint  and  help  us  better  understand  some  of 
the  events  in  our  country's  history.  Studying  patterns  is  like  supplementing  a  reading 
of  Macbeth  with  the  Cliff's  Notes.  Careful  research  of  pattern  coins  helps  us 
interpolate  on  the  Mint's  mindset  regarding  the  various  modifications  to  regular  issue 
coins  just  as  the  Cliff's  Notes  fill  in  the  blanks  for  those  parts  of  Shakespeare's  play 


Regular  Dies  1863  Pattern  Half  Dollars  with  Motto  GOD  OUR  TRUST 


Reverse  of  J-338  Pattern  Half  Dollar        Reverse  of  J-340  Pattern  Half  Dollar 
with  Motto  on  Scroll.  with  Motto  in  Plain  Field. 
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that  are  beyond  our  analytical  abilities.  Everyone  knows  that  the  motto  In  God  We 
Trust  first  appeared  on  regular  issue  United  States  coinage  in  1864.  This  motto 
appeared  on  two  cent  pieces  of  this  year  to  demonstrate  our  country's  faith  in  God 
during  the  difficult  Civil  War  era.  But  it  is  not  well  known  that  different  mottos  were 
tested  on  US  pattern  coins  before  In  God  We  Trust  was  selected. 

The  first  coins  to  make  reference  to  our  faith  in  God  proclaimed  God  Our  Trust  and 
appeared  three  years  earlier  in  1 861 .  These  coins  were  the  pattern  Liberty  Seated  J- 
277  to  J-280  half  dollars  and  two  pattern  eagles.  In  1862,  God  Our  Trust  again 
appeared  on  the  pattern  Liberty  Seated  J-293  to  J-296  half  dollars  and  two  pattern 
eagles.  In  1 863,  this  motto  first  made  its  appearance  on  pattern  two  cent  pieces.  God 
Our  Trust  also  appeared  on  the  pattern  Liberty  Seated  J-338  to  J-341  half  dollars  and 
two  pattern  eagles.  Also  in  1 863,  the  motto  In  God  We  Trust  was  first  tested  on  the 
pattern  Liberty  Seated  J-335  to  J-337  quarters,  J-342  to  J-344  half  dollars  and  J-345 
to  J-347  dollars,  as  well  as  pattern  two  cent  pieces. 

US  patterns  provide  an  open  book  into  our  history,  indicating  that  changes  to 
Liberty  Seated  coins  were  not  made  without  a  reason.  Some  changes  were  made  due 
to  the  price  of  precious  metals  while  others  were  made  to  encourage  foreign  trade. 
A  few  more  were  made  for  still  different  reasons.  Many  of  these  changes  were 
foreshadowed  by  the  striking  of  various  patterns,  most  of  which  never  became 
regular  issues. 

Forfurther  information  about  Liberty  Seated  patterns  or  US  patterns  in  general,  see 
the  website  of  The  U.S.  Society  of  Pattern  Collectors  at  www.uspatterns.com.  I 
specialize  in  US  patterns  and  my  inventory  includes  many  Liberty  Seated  patterns 
that  can  be  found  at  www.patterncoins.com.  Feel  free  to  contact  me  with  any 
questions  or  comments  about  patterns  by  e-mail  at  kayfamily@bigplanet.com  or  by 
telephone  at  (310)  804-9346. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Mark  Hagen  for  his  permission  to  use 
the  pictures  of  the  J-338  and  J-340  pattern  half  dollars. 

♦ 

BUYING  LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
SCARCE  DATES,  VARIETIES  OR 
COLLECTIONS 

CALL  OR  WRITE 

BRIAN  GREER  •  LSCC  #716 
P.O.  BOX  3563  •  URBANDALE,  IOWA  50322 
Telephone  (515)  331-3534 
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HALF  DIMES 

1 841  -0    NGC  MS-67,  finest  known,  extremely  rare  this  nice   $22,500 

1849      NGC  MS-64,  a  white  coin   825 

1849-0    PCGS  AU-50,  nice  and  original    925 

1854-  0    NGC  MS-64    1400 

1860      NGC  MS-66,  fresh  light  toning   1325 

1860  NGC  MS-68,  a  blazing  white  gem    7750 

DIMES 

1838-0    NGC  MS-66,  finest  known,  a  white  gem    $23,500 

1838      NGC  MS-64,  ex-Pittman,  nice  original  toning   1075 

1838      ICG  MS-65,  very  light  toning    1850 

1 842-0    NGC  MS-61 ,  nice  toning,  rare  in  mint  state   3250 

1852-  0    NGC  MS-65,  ex-Eliasberg,  a  superb  original  gem   10,500 

1855      NGC  MS-64,  light  original  toning   1450 

1857      NGC  PR-65,  rare  early  proof  in  gem  condition   5400 

1870  NGC  PR-66  CAMEO,  rare  in  Cameo    2950 

1871  NGC  MS-66,  frosty  and  slightly  prooflike    2250 

1877      NGC  MS-66,  beautiful  frosty  surfaces,  slightly  prooflike   1675 

1879      NGC  MS-67,  nice  toning,  a  superb  gem,  low  mintage   2800 

1891-0    NGC  MS-66,  blazing  white   2075 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-CC  NGC  MS-65,  nice  toning,  rare  this  nice   $8500 

QUARTERS 

1841       NGC  MS-65,  a  nicely  toned  gem   $8250 

1 853-  0    0/0,  NGC  AU-50,  a  rare  variety   1 750 

1854      NGC  PR-64,  a  very  rare  early  proof  with  arrows   14,000 

1855-  S    NGC  MS-65,  ex-Eliasberg,  an  awesome  rarity   17,500 

1861  PCGS  PR-64,  a  popular  Civil  War  date,  old  holder    1900 

1886      NGC  PR-67  ULTRA  CAMEO   8500 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1 841  -0    NGC  MS-63,  nice  for  grade    $1 650 

1842  NGC  PR-65,  ex-Nonweb,  a  massive  rarity   49,500 

1842-0    Small  Date,  NGC  AU-50,  choice  and  original   7000 

1845-0    No  Drapery,  NGC  MS-64,  very  rare   12,500 

1 861      NGC  MS-64,  a  pleasing  Civil  War  date   1 750 

1 871  -S    NGC  MS-63,  nice  color  and  strike   1 500 

1 873      No  Arrows,  NGC  PR-65  CAMEO,  a  white  gem   3950 

1878-CC  PCGS  MS-65,  an  incredible  Carson  City  rarity   45,000 

1890      NGC  MS-67,  nice  toning,  prooflike  surfaces   8250 


Jason  Carter  •  LSCC#1426 

Carter  Numismatics  Inc.  •  Tulsa,  Oklahoma 
Telephone:  (800)  817-2646  •  FAX:  (918)  583-9533 
E-mail:  jason@carternumismatics.com 
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A  Mysterious  1844  Seated  Dollar 

by 

Gerald  L.  Kochel 

This  article  presents  a  picture  of  an  1844  Seated  dollar  with  a  numeral  2 
counterstamped  into  its  reverse.  The  counterstamp  is  located  in  the  field  just  below 
the  eagle's  head  and  it  has  a  very  distinctive  style.  The  extra  digit  just  touches  the 
eagle's  wing  and  neck  at  its  base  and  nearly  fills  in  the  space  between  the  head  and 
wing.  Does  anybody  have  an  idea  about  what  the  counterstamp  represents?  Could 
this  have  been  a  presentation  piece  to  a  U.S.  Senator  or  Congressman?  If  so,  was  it 
one  of  a  group  of  pieces  presented  to  dignitaries  at  a  special  function?  With  Robert 
Maskell  Patterson  as  director  during  this  era,  the  Mint  was  noted  for  this  kind  of 
practice.  Perhaps  there  are  more  1 844  Seated  dollars  with  numeral  counterstamps. 
Does  any  club  member  have  information  on  the  existence  of  other  Seated  dollars  with 
numeral  counterstamps?  I  would  be  interested  in  hearing  from  anyone  with  informa- 
tion on  any  others  that  have  been  identified. 

The  1 844  Seated  dollar  had  a  mintage  of  only  20,000  pieces  but  this  particular  coin 
has  two  unusual  obverse  features.  The  top  of  a  misplaced  8  can  be  seen  in  Liberty's 
gown  to  the  right  of  the  shield  over  the  gap  between  the  8  and  4  in  the  date.  This  extra 
digit  was  first  described  and  illustrated  in  Issue  #21  of  the  journal  and  it  was  later  listed 
and  illustrated  in  the  1997  reference  book  on  misplaced  dates  by  Kevin  Flynn.  This 
coin  also  has  a  doubled  die  obverse  with  doubling  clearly  visible  on  the  obverse 
shield.  Still,  it  is  the  mysterious  counterstamp  on  the  reverse  that  makes  this  coin 
worthy  of  further  study. 


1844  Seated  Dollar  with  Numeral  Counterstamp 
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A  Survey  of  Liberty  Seated  Auction  Sales,  1985-2002 
Quarters  and  Half  Dollars 

by 

Leonard  Augsburger  &  Darrell  Low 

This  article  is  a  continuation  of  our  listing  of  auction  recordsfor  Seated  coinage  that 
first  appeared  in  Issue  #85  of  the  journal.  This  segment  will  contain  the  auction 
records  for  Seated  quarters  and  half  dollars.  The  same  general  procedures  that  were 
defined  for  the  previous  listing  will  be  used  in  this  article.  As  before,  we  have  defined 
"completion"  to  include  all  of  the  business  strike  date  and  mintmark  combinations 
that  a  collector  would  reasonably  expect  to  obtain  for  each  denomination.  For 
example,  a  quarter  set  would  include  an  1873-CC  With  Arrows  coin  but  it  would  not 
include  an  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  coin.  Business  strike  varieties,  super  rarities  and  proof 
only  coins  have  been  combined  to  form  a  secondary  completion  statistic.  The  list  of 
coins  in  a  Seated  set  is  provided  for  each  denomination  as  well  as  a  list  of  varieties 
&  rarities  for  that  denomination. 

The  notable  sales  for  each  denomination  from  1 985  to  2002  are  listed  chronologi- 
cally and  statistics  provided  for  each  set  including  completion  percentage,  average 
grade,  the  number  of  early  proofs  from  1 837  to  1 857,  the  number  of  later  proofs  from 
1858  to  1891  and  the  number  of  uncirculated  coins  in  the  set.  Duplicates  are  not 
considered  and  only  the  highest  graded  example  for  each  issue  is  counted.  For 
example,  if  a  set  contains  MS-63  and  PR-60  coins  of  the  same  date  and  mintmark, 
only  the  MS-63  coin  will  be  counted  in  the  statistics.  If  the  two  coins  have  the  same 
grade,  only  the  proof  coin  is  counted.  When  only  a  small  number  of  notable  Seated 
coins  appeared  in  a  sale,  we  will  list  only  the  key  coins  in  that  sale. 

Business  strike  varieties  will  be  counted  as  part  of  a  set  only  if  the  more  common 
variety  for  that  date  does  not  appear  in  the  sale  or  if  it  appears  in  a  lower  grade.  For 
example,  if  an  1 877-S/S  quarter  appears  in  the  sale  but  an  1 877-S  quarter  does  not, 
the  set  will  be  given  "credit"  for  the  1 877-S  date  and  mintmark  combination.  The  super 
rarities  and  proof  only  coins  are  not  counted  towards  set  completion.  The  better  coins 
in  each  sale  are  listed  in  the  key  coins  section  with  the  grade  and  price  realized 
provided  for  these  pieces.  The  key  coins  do  include  important  results  from  the 
"varieties  &  rarities"  category  for  each  set. 

We  have  found  that  catalogs  today  are  generally  more  informative  and  well 
photographed  than  those  of  even  ten  years  ago.  Indeed,  along  with  Internet 
presentations,  the  amount  of  market  information  currently  available  to  the  Seated 
collector  is  almost  overwhelming.  Much  of  this  data  is  oriented  towards  individual 
coins,  such  as  population  reports  and  auction  prices  realized.  This  article  takes  a 
broader  view  by  focusing  on  important  collections  presented  for  auction  since  1 985. 
Popular  grading  services  have  also  given  some  support  to  this  same  notion  through 
set  registry  and  pedigree  programs. 

We  are  always  interested  in  feedback  or  comments  on  our  study.  We  can  be 
contacted  through  e-mail  at  Leonard.Augsburger@hotmail.com  and 
Darrell.Low@att.net. 
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Quarters 

The  Seated  quarter  set  contains  1 08  coins.  There  are  several  scarce  and  rare  dates 
within  the  series,  especially  the  early  Carson  City  issues.  Most  San  Francisco  issues 
and  every  date  and  mintmark  combination  from  1864  to  1869  can  be  considered 
scarce  or  rare.  The  late  Philadelphia  coins  from  1 879  to  1 889  have  low  mintages  but 
they  are  generally  available  in  proof.  Business  strike  coins  from  these  issues  can  be 
elusive,  especially  those  of  1 884  and  1 886.  Many  branch  mint  coins  are  available  at 
a  price  but  they  can  be  very  tough  to  find  in  higher  grades.  Some  issues  seem  to  be 
readily  available  until  a  collector  actually  looks  for  them.  It  is  a  real  challenge  to  put 
together  a  complete  set. 

Set  Definition  for  Quarters  - 108  set  coins  plus  7  varieties  &  rarities 

56  Philadelphia  coins:     1 838  to  1 891  including  the  1 853  NA  and  1 853  WA,  the 

1873  Open  3  and  1873  WA 

20  New  Orleans  coins:    1 840-O  to  1 844-0  including  the  1 840-O  ND  and 

1840-O  WD,  1847-0,  1849-0  to  1860-O,  1891-0 

24  San  Francisco  coins:  1 855-S  to  1 862-S,  1 864-S  to  1 869-S,  1 871  -S  to  1 878-S, 

1888-S,  1891-S 

8  Carson  City  coins:     1 870-CC  to  1 873-CC,  1 875-CC  to  1 878-CC 

1 08  Total  Set  Coins 

7  Varieties  &  Rarities:    1 842-0  Small  Date,  1 853/4, 1 854-0  Huge  0, 1 856-S/S, 

1873  Closed  3,  1 873-CC  NA,  1877-S/S. 

Collecting  Trends: 

It  is  a  challenging  task  to  complete  a  quarter  set  of  any  grade  level.  Sets  over  90% 
complete  have  been  formed  in  a  wide  range  of  grades.  Only  the  Eliasberg  set  had 
a  completion  percentage  over  90%  with  an  average  grade  of  uncirculated  or  above. 
Here  is  a  goal  for  an  ambitious  collector!  In  fairness,  it  should  be  noted  that  Norweb 
II  would  have  had  an  average  grade  of  uncirculated  with  several  achievable  up- 
grades. Very  few  sets  are  found  from  60%  to  90%  complete,  again  showing  that 
Seated  collectors  tend  to  be  persistent  in  finishing  their  sets. 

Seated  Quarter  Set  Listings 
January  1985  Stack's  Bellini.  Completion  Percentage:  36.1 
Average  Grade:  59.7,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  31,  Total  Set  Coins:  39, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  4,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1856  in  PR-60  at  $2200, 
1 857  in  PR-63  at  $3520, 1 859-0  in  MS-65  at  $3850, 1 880  in  MS-65  at  $3520, 1 882  in 
PR-65  at  $3300.  The  proofs  were  nearly  complete  from  1 856  to  1 891 . 

April  1985  Mclntire  Central  States.  Completion  Percentage:  20.4 
Average  Grade:  62.0,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  6,  Total  Set  Coins:  22, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 2,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1 .  Key  Coins:  1 852-0  in  AU-55  at  $1 01 7, 
1861  in  MS-66  at  $1595,  1873  in  PR-65  at  $1320. 

June  1985  Stack's  June. 

Key  Coins:  1871-CC  in  AU-50  at  $5170. 
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Top  25  Seated  Quarter  Sets  by  Completion  Percentage 


Date 

Sale 

Completion 

Average 

Set 

Set 

Percentage 

Grade 

Proofs 

Uncs 

APR  1997 

Bowers  Eliasberg 

100.0 

62.2 

44 

55 

MAR  1988 

Bowers  Norweb  II 

100.0 

58.4 

41 

25 

NOV  1 990 

Bowers  Schenkel 

100.0 

51.2 

14 

13 

FEB  2000 

Goldberg  Kardatzke 

100.0 

43.1 

2 

23 

SEP  1999 

Heritage  Long  Beach 

99.1 

50.8 

17 

27 

FEB  1997 

Superior  Gainsborough 

1  98.2 

57.5 

22 

47 

JAN  1995 

Superior  Premier 

96.3 

23.3 

10 

9 

JAN  1996 

Superior  King  of  Siam 

95.4 

51.4 

9 

31 

SEP  1985 

Stack's  September 

92.6 

20.1 

6 

0 

AUG  1989 

Stack's  Southern 

91.7 

38.1 

7 

7 

MAR  1991 

Stack's  Charlotte 

91.7 

34.0 

9 

22 

JAN  1991 

Stack's  US 

89.8 

50.7 

0 

65 

JAN  2003 

Heritage  FUN 

70.4 

54.1 

19 

24 

JAN  1987 

Stack's  US 

61.1 

62.1 

19 

47 

FEB  1987 

Bowers  Westchester 

61.1 

55.4 

21 

18 

MAY  1 998 

Akers  Pittman 

60.2 

56.7 

22 

29 

MAR  1 992 

Stack's  Moore 

60.2 

50.5 

18 

21 

APR  1986 

Stack's  Bernstein 

54.6 

58.8 

37 

12 

MAY  2001 

Bowers  LaRiviere  III 

48.1 

64.7 

0 

51 

MAR  1 989 

Bowers  Landmark 

47.2 

51.1 

14 

10 

JAN  2003 

Superior  Elite 

46.3 

60.6 

21 

20 

MAR  1 998 

Bowers  Boys  Town 

45.4 

64.3 

27 

22 

JUL  1989 

Auction  '89 

45.4 

64.0 

17 

32 

SEP  1993 

Bowers  Tower  Hill 

44.4 

58.7 

14 

24 

JUL  1986 

Auction  '86 

43.5 

63.6 

14 

31 

July  1985  Auction  '85.  Completion  Percentage:  42.6 

Average  Grade:  64.8,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  14,  Total  Set  Coins:  46, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  31 ,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1852  in  MS-67  at  $6600, 
1 857  in  MS-65  at  $41 80,  1 864  in  MS-69  at  $8250,  1 865-S  in  MS-67  at  $1 0,725, 1 871  -S 
in  MS-67  at  $7425,  1873-S  in  MS-66  at  $7425,  1876-S  in  MS-65  at  $5280,  1887  in 
MS-67  at  $7425. 

August  1985  Heritage  ANA.  Completion  Percentage:  40.7 
Average  Grade:  63.8,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  27,  Total  Set  Coins:  44, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 6,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 851  -O  in  MS-65  at  $2090, 
1 852-0  in  AU-55  at  $1 320, 1 858  in  MS-65  at  $4290, 1 859  in  PR-65  at  $2200, 1 873  With 
Arrows  in  PR-65  at  $2970,  1876-S  in  MS-65  at  $2750,  1877-S  in  MS-65  at  $4950, 
1878-CC  in  MS-65  at  $2750,  1880  in  PR-65  at  $3300,  1881  in  MS-65  at  $2640,  1884 
in  PR-65  at  $5060,  1890  in  MS-65  at  $2420. 

September  1985  Stack's  September.  Completion  Percentage:  92.6 
Average  Grade:  20.1,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  6,  Total  Set  Coins:  100, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  0,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1870-CC  in  FR-2  at  $462, 
1 871  -CC  in  VG-8  at  $797.50, 1 873-CC  in  G-4  at  $440, 1 887  in  PR-60  at  $935.  The  sale 
contained  some  problem  coins. 
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April  1986  Stack's  Bernstein.  Completion  Percentage:  54.6 
Average  Grade:  58.8,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  35,  Total  Set  Coins:  59, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  12,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in 
MS-63  at  $2640,  1856  in  PR-63  at  $4400,  1857  in  PR-60  at  $3080,  1881  in  PR-60  at 
$1980,  1882  in  PR-63  at  $2090,  1887  in  PR-60  at  $1980.  The  later  proofs  were 
complete  from  1 858  to  1 891 . 

July  1986  Auction '86.  Completion  Percentage:  43.5 

Average  Grade:  63.6,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  12,  Total  Set  Coins:  47, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  31 ,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1 .  Key  Coins:  1 842  Small  Date  in  PR-63 
at  $23,100,  1853  in  MS-67  at  $12,100,  1854  in  PR-64  at  $7700,  1855-S  in  PR-63  at 
$24,200,  1867-S  in  MS-67  at  $9625. 

January  1987  Stack's  US.  Completion  Percentage:  61 .1 

Average  Grade:  62.1,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  19,  Total  Set  Coins:  66, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  47,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1852  in  MS-65  at  $2090, 
1 863  in  MS-65  at  $2200,  1 871  in  PR-63  at  $2200, 1 878-S  in  MS-65  at  $2860,  1 883  in 
PR-63  at  $2640,  1887  in  MS-65  at  $4180. 

February  1987  Bowers  Westchester.  Completion  Percentage:  61 .1 

Average  Grade:  55.4,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  21,  Total  Set  Coins:  66, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 8,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  4.  Key  Coins:  1 849-0  in  EF-40  at  $2750, 
1 871  -CC  in  EF-40  at  $4950, 1 873-CC  With  Arrows  in  EF-40  at  $2970.  The  proofs  are 
mostly  choice  or  better. 

February  1987  Superior  Hoffecker.  Completion  Percentage:  40.7 

Average  Grade:  57.9,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  18,  Total  Set  Coins:  44, 

Uncirculated  Coins:  15,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1857  in  PR-65  at  $3740, 

1870-CC  in  EF-45  at  $4950,  1873  With  Arrows  in  MS-65  at  $4620,  1880  in  MS-65  at 

$3960. 

July  1987  Auction '87.  Completion  Percentage:  27.8 

Average  Grade:  64.4,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  14,  Total  Set  Coins:  30, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  16,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1861  in  MS-65  at  $4400, 
1874-S  in  MS-67  at  $5280,  1877-CC  in  MS-65  at  $4840,  1882  in  MS-67  at  $4125. 

December  1987  Stack's  Smith.  Completion  Percentage:  30.6 
Average  Grade:  60.9,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  31,  Total  Set  Coins:  33, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  2,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1858  in  PR-63  at  $5060, 
1862  in  PR-60  at  $4070,  1874  in  PR-63  at  $4620,  1880  in  MS-65  at  $4840,  1885  in 
PR-60  at  $41 80.  The  two  uncirculated  coins  are  prooflike  and  were  likely  purchased 
as  proofs. 

March  1988  Bowers  Norweb  II.  Completion  Percentage:  100.0 
Average  Grade:  58.4,  Early  Proofs:  6,  Later  Proofs:  35,  Total  Set  Coins:  108, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  25,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  3.  Key  Coins:  1 842  Small  Date  in  PR-63/ 
64  at  $46,200, 1 842-0  Small  Date  in  AU-50  at  $3960, 1 843-0  in  MS-63  at  $5280, 1 846 
in  PR-64  at  $9350,  1847  in  PR-65  at  $13,200,  1849  in  PR-65/64  at  $12,100,  1849-0 
in  AU-50/55  at  $5500,  1870-CC  in  EF-40  at  $6820,  1871-CC  in  MS-64  to  MS-65  at 
$28,600,  1 871  -S  in  MS-64  at  $5720,  1 872-CC  in  AU-55  at  $1 1 ,000,  1 872-S  in  MS-65 
at  $1 7,600, 1 873-CC  No  Arrows  in  MS-63  to  MS-64  at  $88,000, 1 873-CC  With  Arrows 
in  MS-65  at  $44,000.  The  proofs  were  complete  from  1 858  to  1 891 . 
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July  1988  Auction '88.  Completion  Percentage:  40.7 

Average  Grade:  63.6,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  20,  Total  Set  Coins:  44, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  21,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1857  in  PR-63  at  $198o! 
1 857-S  in  MS-67  at  $1 1 ,000, 1 864  in  PR-65  at  $781 0, 1 866-S  in  MS-63  at  $7700, 1 874 
in  PR-65  at  $8250,  1877-CC  in  MS-67  at  $5775,  1877-S  in  MS-66  at  $4400,  1881  in 
MS-65  at  $6875. 

July  1988  Heritage  ANA.  Completion  Percentage:  32.4 
Average  Grade:  64.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  21,  Total  Set  Coins:  35, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  13,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1838  in  MS-65  at  $5500, 
1 849-0  in  MS-63  at  $1 0,725, 1 857  in  MS-67  at  $1 4,300, 1 859  in  PR-66  at  $5830, 1 862 
in  PR-66  at  $5280,  1874-S  in  MS-67  at  $6750,  1885  in  PR-66  at  $4620,  1890  in 
PR-66  at  $5390. 

September  1988  Bowers  Mann.  Completion  Percentage:  33.3 

Average  Grade:  56.9,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  8,  Total  Set  Coins:  36, 

Uncirculated  Coins:  1 2,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 846  in  PR-65  at  $1 4,300, 

1863  in  PR-65  at  $6600,  1874-S  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $5060.  The  1863  proof  is  the 
Norweb  specimen. 

November  1988  Bowers  Silberman.  Completion  Percentage:  38.0 
Average  Grade:  63.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  32,  Total  Set  Coins:  41, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  8,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1861  in  PR-65  at  $5940, 
1 880  in  PR-65  at  $4840, 1 889  in  PR-65  at  $4400.  The  proofs  were  complete  from  1 858 
to  1891  and  included  many  gems. 

January  1989  Bowers  Johnson.  Completion  Percentage:  30.6 
Average  Grade:  58.4,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  8,  Total  Set  Coins:  33, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 6,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 855  in  PR-64/65  at  $8800, 
1884  in  PR-65  at  $5500.  The  1855  proof  is  the  NonA/eb  specimen. 

January  1989  Stack's  Simon.  Completion  Percentage:  26.9 
Average  Grade:  62.3,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  9,  Total  Set  Coins:  29, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  19,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1842  Small  Date  in  PR-60 
at  $22,000, 1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in  MS-65  at  $4620,  1 857-S  in  MS-63  at  $9350,  1872-S 
in  MS-65  at  $15,400,  1878-S  in  MS-65  at  $10,450. 

February  1989  Heritage  Long  Beach.  Completion  Percentage:  33.3 

Average  Grade:  60.6,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  13,  Total  Set  Coins:  36, 

Uncirculated  Coins:  1 7,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 849-0  in  EF-45  at  $1 760, 

1 864  in  PR-66  at  $41 80, 1 871  -CC  in  VF-20  at  $935, 1 872-CC  in  EF-45  at  $1 760, 1 874 
in  MS-65  at  $2530,  1882  in  PR-65  at  $3355,  1884  in  PR-66  at  $4400,  1885  in  PR-67 
at  $3960. 

March  1989  Bowers  Landmark.  Completion  Percentage:  47.2 
Average  Grade:  51.1,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  13,  Total  Set  Coins:  51, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  10,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  3.  Key  Coins:  1842-0  Small  Date  in 
EF-45  at  $2750,  1856  in  PR-64  at  $2530,  1891  in  MS-65  at  $4400. 

July  1989  Auction '89.  Completion  Percentage:  45.4 

Average  Grade:  64.0,  Early  Proofs:  3,  Later  Proofs:  14,  Total  Set  Coins:  49, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  32,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1846  in  PCGS  PR-63  at 
$11,550,  1852  in  NGC  MS-65  at  $15,400,  1853-0  in  NGC  MS-63  at  $9900,  1856  in 
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PR-63  at  $5775,  1865-S  in  MS-65  at  $9900,  1871-S  in  MS-67  at  $8800,  1872-S  in 
IVlS-65  at  $7150,  1879  in  NGC  MS-67  at  $17,600.  The  sale  included  18  quarter 
patterns.  Lot  362  was  a  set  of  1 870  quarters  that  included  an  1 870-CC  in  VF-20  and 
an  1870  in  PR-65,  plus  nine  1870  quarter  patterns  at  $27,500. 

August  1989  Stack's  Southern.  Completion  Percentage:  91.7 
Average  Grade:  38.1,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  7,  Total  Set  Coins:  99, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  7,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1 .  Key  Coins:  1 850-O  in  MS-63  at  $8250, 
1 870-CC  in  VF-20  at  $3630,  1873-CC  in  VF-20  at  $2530,  1884  in  PR-65  at  $6600. 
Many  of  the  coins  in  the  sale  were  cleaned  or  whizzed. 

August  1989  Bowers  Aspen.  Completion  Percentage:  35.2 
Average  Grade:  57.4,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  17,  Total  Set  Coins:  38, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  10,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1857  in  MS-65  at  $7700, 
1874  in  PR-64/65  at  $5060.  Sonne  of  the  later  proofs  are  gems. 

January  1990  Bowers  Gore/Long.  Completion  Percentage:  37.0 

Average  Grade:  63.0,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  17,  Total  Set  Coins:  40, 

Uncirculated  Coins:  22,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1866  in  MS-65  at  $6600, 

1 877  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $7700, 1 879  in  PR-65  at  $6600.  Some  of  the  later  proofs  are 

gems. 

January  1990  Stack's  Teich.  Completion  Percentage:  32.4 
Average  Grade:  60.4,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  35,  Total  Set  Coins:  35, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  0,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1861  in  PR-60  at  $3740, 
1 865  in  PR-60  at  $3520, 1 872  in  PR-60  at  $8250, 1 878  in  PR-60  at  $9350.  The  proofs 
were  complete  from  1 858  to  1 891 . 

March  1990  Bowers  Boyd.  Completion  Percentage:  35.2 
Average  Grade:  62.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  20,  Total  Set  Coins:  38, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  13,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 860  in  MS-64  at  $1 3,200, 
1877-S  in  AU58/MS60  struck  30%  off  center  at  $2090,  1880  in  PCGS  PR-66  at 
$1 3,200,  1 882  in  PCGS  PR-66  at  $1 2,870.  Many  of  the  proofs  are  of  gem  quality  or 
nearly  so. 

June  1990  Bowers  Sussex.  Completion  Percentage:  32.4 
Average  Grade:  52.6,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  10,  Total  Set  Coins:  35, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  15,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1865  in  PCGS  PR-65  at 
$1 2,1 00, 1 865-S  in  MS-63  at  $71 50.  Lot  545  was  a  bulk  lot  of  1 08  coins  that  contained 
nearly  a  full  set  of  quarters  with  some  of  the  key  dates  placed  in  separate  lots.  Many 
of  these  pieces  were  ungraded  but  all  of  the  early  Carson  City  dates  were  present  in 
an  average  grade  of  G-4. 

August  1990  Auction '90.  Completion  Percentage:  40.7 
Average  Grade:  64.4,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  20,  Total  Set  Coins:  44, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  23,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1 852  in  MS-65  at  $20,900, 
1 853  Arrows  &  Rays  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $30,800, 1 857  in  NGC  PR-65  at  $22,000, 1 861 
in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $22,000,  1 866  in  PCGS  MS-67  at  $39,600,  1 871  -S  in  NGC  MS-64 
at  $10,450,  1873-CC  No  Arrows  in  MS-67  at  $341 ,000,  1877-CC  in  NGC  MS-67  at 
$20,350,  1882  in  PR-67  at  $18,150. 
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November  1990  Bowers  Schenkel.  Completion  Percentage:  100.0 
Average  Grade:  51.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  14,  Total  Set  Coins:  108, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 3,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1 .  Key  Coins:  1 849-0  in  AU-55  at  $8800, 
1870-CC  in  VF-35  at  $5500,  1871-CC  in  EF-40  at  $6820,  1873-CC  With  Arrows  in 
EF-40  at  $6160. 

January  1991  Stack's  Prominent  Numismatist  II.  Completion  Percentage:  89.8 
Average  Grade:  50.7,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  0,  Total  Set  Coins:  97, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  65,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1841  in  MS-65  at  $7700, 
1847  in  MS-63  at  $9900,  1848  in  MS-63  at  $17,600,  1854-0  in  MS-64  at  $14,300, 
1 859-0  in  MS-63  at  $1 3,200,  1 863  in  MS-63  at  $1 1 ,550,  1 874  in  MS-63  at  $1 4,800, 
1 881  in  MS-65  at  $35,200, 1 887  in  MS-60  at  $1 1 ,000, 1 889  in  MS-65  at  $25,300, 1 889 
in  MS-63  at  $9350.  All  of  the  early  Carson  City  coins  are  present  in  an  average  grade 
of  F-12. 

March  1991  Stack's  Charlotte.  Completion  Percentage:  91.7 
Average  Grade:  34.0,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  9,  Total  Set  Coins:  99, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  22,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1840  With  Drapery  in 
MS-60  at  $4840,  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in  MS-60  at  $7700,  1862  in  MS-60  at  $7150, 
1863  in  MS-63  at  $8250,  1874  in  PR-63  at  $6050,  1880  in  MS-63  at  $5280,  1881  in 
MS-63  at  $41 80,  1 882  in  MS-63  at  $1 1 ,000,  1 885  in  MS-63  at  $7700,  1 887  in  MS-63 
at  $8800, 1 888  in  MS-63  at  $1 1 ,000, 1 889  in  MS-63  at  $3050, 1 891  in  MS-63  at  $41 80. 

November  1991  Bowers  Frontenac.  Completion  Percentage:  31 .5 

Average  Grade:  60.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  10,  Total  Set  Coins:  34, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  16,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1855-S  in  PCGS  MS-63 
at  $5720,  1870-CC  in  VF-35  at  $6050,  1873  With  Arrows  in  MS-65  at  $4125. 

March  1992  Stack's  Moore.  Completion  Percentage:  60.2 
Average  Grade:  50.5,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  18,  Total  Set  Coins:  65, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  21 ,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1 855  in  MS-60  at  $1 540, 
1873  No  Arrows  Open  3  in  MS-64  at  $1650,  1879  in  PR-63  at  $2310,  1891  in  PR-63 
at  $4620. 

May  1992  Bowers  Somerset  Completion  Percentage:  24.1 
Average  Grade:  58.2,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  8,  Total  Set  Coins:  26, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 0,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 842  Small  Date  in  PR-63/ 
64  at  $36,300, 1 857  in  MS-63  at  $2420.  Some  of  the  gem  proofs  did  not  sell.  The  1 842 
Small  Date  proof  is  the  Norweb  specimen. 

October  1992  Stack's  Starr.  Completion  Percentage:  39.8 
Average  Grade:  63.4,  Early  Proofs:  5,  Later  Proofs:  34,  Total  Set  Coins:  43, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  4,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1847  in  PR-63  at  $20,900, 
1 847  in  PR-63  at  $1 9,800, 1 854  in  MS-63  at  $28,600,  1 855  in  PR-63  at  $27,500, 1 862 
in  PR-65  at  $1 3,750, 1 864  in  PR-63  at  $1 7,600.  The  proofs  from  the  1 880s  were  nearly 
all  gems. 

September  1993  Bowers  Tower  Hill.  Completion  Percentage:  44.4 
Average  Grade:  58.7,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  14,  Total  Set  Coins:  48, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  24,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  3.  Key  Coins:  1847-0  in  PCGS  MS-63 
did  not  sell,  1851-0  in  PCGS  MS-62  at  $7150,  1890  in  PCGS  MS-67  at  $4070. 
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October  1993  Stack's  Hawn.  Completion  Percentage:  36.1 
Average  Grade:  61.5,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  11,  Total  Set  Coins:  39, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  23,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  3.  Key  Coins:  1842  Small  Date  in 
PR-60  at  $37,400,  1847  in  PR-63  at  $7425,  1850-O  in  MS-63  at  $4620,  1852-0  in 
MS-64  at  $3520,  1857  in  MS-65  at  $3630,  1878-S  in  MS-63  at  $3080. 

January  1995  Superior  Prennier.  Completion  Percentage:  96.3 
Average  Grade:  23.3,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  10,  Total  Set  Coins:  104, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  9,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1846  in  NGC  MS-65  at 
$3850,  1870-CC  in  PCGS  VF-35  at  $9900,  1873-CC  in  PCGS  VG-10  at  $2750,  1890 
in  NGC  PR-67  at  $3960.  The  early  Carson  City  coins  averaged  F-16.  The  sale  was 
missing  the  1841-0,  1843-0,  1844-0  and  1850-O  dates. 

September  1995  Stack's  Sayer.  Completion  Percentage:  34.3 
Average  Grade:  61.8,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  32,  Total  Set  Coins:  37, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1856  in  PR-60  at  $1980, 
1857  in  PR-60  at  $1760,  1858  in  PR-60  at  $1320,  1874  in  PR-64  at  $1210. 

January  1996  Superior  King  of  Siam.  Completion  Percentage:  95.4 
Average  Grade:  51.4,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  9,  Total  Set  Coins:  103, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  31,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1841  in  NGC  MS-65  at 
$8800,  1849-0  in  PCGS  MS-64  did  not  sell,  1860  in  NGC  MS-66  at  $8250,  1862  in 
NGC  MS-67  at  $11,000,  1866  in  NGC  MS-66  at  $6875,  1870-CC  in  lightly  cleaned 
EF-45  at  $13,750,  1871-CC  in  NGC  VF-25  at  $7425,  1872-CC  in  EF-45  at  $4620, 
1873-CC  WA  in  NGC  VF-30  at  $6875,  1874  in  NGC  PR-65  at  $5500,  1874  in  NGC 
MS-66  at  $5775,  1880  in  NGC  MS-67  at  $6600. 

August  1996  Heritage  ANA.  Completion  Percentage:  33.3 
Average  Grade:  63.1,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  8,  Total  Set  Coins:  36, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  28,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1848  in  PCGS  PR-63  did 
not  sell,  1874-S  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $5280,  1875-CC  in  NGC  MS-65  at  $9075. 

February  1997  Superior  Gainsborough  II.  Completion  Percentage:  98.2 
Average  Grade:  57.5,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  22,  Total  Set  Coins:  106, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  47,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1842-0  Small  Date  in 
AU-50  at  $5775,  1852-0  in  MS-63  at  $6875,  1868-S  in  MS-63  at  $5280,  1870-CC  in 
EF-45  at  $21,450,  1871-CC  in  porous/cleaned  EF-40  at  $6600,  1873-CC  WA  in 
VF-35  at  $10,450.  Missing  only  1840  and  1859-0. 

April  1997  Bowers  Eliasberg.  Completion  Percentage:  100.0 
Average  Grade:  62.2,  Early  Proofs:  9,  Later  Proofs:  35,  Total  Set  Coins:  108, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  55,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  4.  Key  Coins:  1 839  in  MS-66  at  $37,400, 
1 842  Small  Date  in  PR-63/64  at  $66,000,  1 849-0  in  MS-62  at  $1 7,600,  1 853  Arrows 
&  Rays  in  prooflike  MS-64  at  $71,500,  1864-S  in  MS-66  at  $104,500,  1870-CC  in 
MS-64  at  $187,000,  1871-CC  in  MS-65  at  $165,000,  1872-CC  in  MS-66  at  $99,000, 
1873-CC  No  Arrows  in  MS-62/65  at  $187,000,  1873-CC  With  Arrows  in  MS-63/65  at 
$88,000, 1 891  -0  in  MS-66  at  $61 ,600.  The  proofs  were  complete  from  1 858  to  1 891 . 

May  1997  Bowers  Rossi.  Completion  Percentage:  35.2 
Average  Grade:  60.9,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  24,  Total  Set  Coins:  38, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  6,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in 
PCGS  MS-64  at  $3740, 1 866  in  MS-64  at  $1 320, 1 873  Closed  3  in  MS-60  did  not  sell, 
1878  in  NGC  MS-66  at  $2860,  1886  in  MS-64  did  not  sell. 
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February  1998  Superior  Rasmussen.  Completion  Percentage:  39.8 
Average  Grade:  58.8,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  7,  Total  Set  Coins:  43, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  21,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1840-O  No  Drapery  in 
PCGS  MS-65  at  $15,400,  1870-CC  in  NGC  AU-53  did  not  sell,  1872-CC  in  PCGS 
MS-62  at  $44,000,  1873-CC  No  Arrows  in  PCGS  MS-64  at  $209,000,  1873-CC  With 
Arrows  in  PCGS  AU-55  did  not  sell.  The  1840-O  No  Drapery  coin  is  the  Eliasberg 
specimen.  The  1873-CC  No  Arrows  coin  is  the  Norweb  specimen. 

March  1998  Bowers  Boys  Town.  Completion  Percentage:  45.4 
Average  Grade:  64.3,  Early  Proofs:  4,  Later  Proofs:  23,  Total  Set  Coins:  49, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  22,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1851-0  in  PCGS  MS-62 
at  $5280,  1854  in  PCGS  PR-63  at  $7700,  1855  in  PCGS  PR-64  at  $16,500,  1857  in 
NGC  PR-65  at  $5280, 1 866-S  in  NGC  MS-64  at  $6380, 1 888  in  PCGS  MS-67  at  $5720, 
1 889  in  PR-66  at  $561 0.  Coins  were  mostly  from  the  Pennsylvania  Cabinet  collection. 

May  1998  Akers  Pittman.  Completion  Percentage:  60.2 
Average  Grade:  56.7,  Early  Proofs:  14,  Later  Proofs:  8,  Total  Set  Coins:  65, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  29,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 839  in  PR-64  at  $1 32,600, 
1 840  in  PR-63  at  $30,800, 1 841  in  PR-64  at  $77,000, 1 842  in  MS-64  at  $1 8,700, 1 843 
in  PR-65  at  $41,250,  1847  in  PR-64  at  $28,600,  1848  in  PR-65  at  $66,000,  1849  in 
PR-65  at  $71 ,500,  1850  in  PR-65  at  $143,000,  1850-O  in  MS-65  at  $20,900,  1852  in 
PR-65  at  $176,000,  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in  PR-63  at  $99,000. 

August  1998  Bowers  Rarities.  Completion  Percentage:  8.3 

Average  Grade:  61.1,  Early  Proofs:  3,  Later  Proofs:  1,  Total  Set  Coins:  9, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  4,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1843  in  NGC  PR-64  at 
$27,600,  1850  in  PCGS  PR-62  at  $50,600,  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in  PCGS  MS-66  at 
$35,650,  1855-S  in  PCGS  PR-63  did  not  sell,  1871-CC  in  NGC  VF-35  at  $8050. 

November  1998  Bowers  Morgan.  Completion  Percentage:  23.2 
Average  Grade:  64.1,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  17,  Total  Set  Coins:  25, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  8,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 838  in  NGC  MS-67  did  not 
sell,  1839  in  NGC  MS-67  at  $39,100,  1857  in  NGC  MS-67  at  $20,700,  1858  in  NGC 
PR-65  at  $8625,  1875  in  PCGS  PR-66  at  $6900,  1883  in  PCGS  PR-67  at  $9200. 

January  1999  Bowers  Rarities.  Completion  Percentage:  22.2 
Average  Grade:  65.6,  Early  Proofs:  3,  Later  Proofs:  12,  Total  Set  Coins:  24, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  9,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1857-S  in  NGC  MS-64  at 
$5290, 1 869  in  PCGS  PR-66  at  $5060, 1 880  in  NGC  PR-67  at  $1 2,650, 1 881  in  PCGS 
PR-67  at  $8050, 1 890  in  PCGS  PR-67  at  $1 4,950.  The  three  early  proofs  of  1 846, 1 853 
and  1855  did  not  sell. 

April  1999  Heritage  Central  States. 

Key  Coins:  1873-CC  No  Arrows  in  PCGS  MS-62  at  $106,375,  1873-CC  With  Arrows 
in  PCGS  MS-63  at  $66,125.  The  1873-CC  No  Arrows  coin  is  the  Boyd,  Eliasberg, 
Bolen  specimen.  The  1873-CC  With  Arrows  coin  is  the  Bolen  specimen. 

August  1999  Bowers  Rarities.  Completion  Percentage:  29.6 
Average  Grade:  61.9,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  14,  Total  Set  Coins:  32, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  13,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1874  in  PCGS  PR-65  at 
$4600,  1877  in  PCGS  PR-67  at  $6037.50,  1886  in  NGC  PR-67  at  $4830. 
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August  1999  Heritage  ANA. 

Key  Coins:  1 870-CC  in  NGC  AU-53  at  $21 ,850, 1 871  -CC  in  PCGS  MS-64  at  $49,450, 

1 872-  CC  in  PCGS  MS-62  at  $26,450, 1 873-CC  No  Arrows  in  PCGS  MS-64  did  not  sell, 

1 873-  CC  With  Arrows  in  PCGS  AU-55  at  $21 ,850.  These  coins  are  fronn  the  Nevada 
collection  of  Carson  City  coinage.  The  1871-CC  and  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  coins  are 
the  NoHA/eb  specimens. 

September  1999  Heritage  Long  Beach.  Completion  Percentage:  99.1 
Average  Grade:  50.8,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  16,  Total  Set  Coins:  107, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  27,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  6.  Key  Coins:  1866-S  in  PCGS  MS-62 
at  $2990,  1 870-CC  in  SEGS  VF-30  at  $8510,  1871-CC  in  SEGS  EF-40  with  rough 
surfaces  at  $2300,  1872-S  in  SEGS  AU-58  at  $3680,  1 873-CC  With  Arrows  in  NGC 
VF-30  at  $8913,  1891-0  in  ANACS  PR-62  did  not  sell.  The  sale  lacked  only  the 
1 891  -S.  Later  proof  figures  include  the  1 891  -O  Branch  Mint  Proof.  Statistics  include 
only  coins  from  the  Larry  Briggs  collection. 

January  2000  Bowers  Rarities.  Completion  Percentage:  1 1 .1 

Average  Grade:  63.9,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  4,  Total  Set  Coins:  12, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  6,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1842  in  NGC  MS-65  at 
$13,800,  1854  in  ANACS  PR-63  at  $6900,  1865  in  NGC  PR-65  at  $3220,  1871-S  in 
MS-66  did  not  sell.  The  mint  state  1842  coin  is  the  Pittman  specimen. 

February  2000  Goldberg  Kardatzke.  Completion  Percentage:  100.0 
Average  Grade:  43.1,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  2,  Total  Set  Coins:  108, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  23,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1849-0  in  PCGS  AU-58 
at  $5520,  1852-0  in  AU-55  at  $2300,  1854-0  Huge  O  in  AU-53  at  $5520,  1857-0  in 
MS-64  at  $3565,  1 868-S  in  PCGS  MS-63  at  $7475,  1 870-CC  in  PCGS  EF-40  at 
$15,525,  1871-CC  in  PCGS  F-15  at  $5060,  1873  With  Arrows  in  NGC  PR-67  at 
$14,375,  1 873-CC  With  Arrows  in  VG-8  at  $4370. 

March  2000  Bowers  Lindesmith.  Completion  Percentage:  33.3 
Average  Grade:  59.8,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  12,  Total  Set  Coins:  36, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 4,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  3.  Key  Coins:  1 853/4  in  PCGS  MS-63  did 
not  sell,  1 857-S  in  MS-62  at  $2530, 1 866-S  in  NGC  MS-65  did  not  sell,  1 874-S  in  NGC 
MS-66  did  not  sell,  1887  in  NGC  PR-67  at  $6900. 

August  2000  Bowers  ANA.  Completion  Percentage:  28.7 
Average  Grade:  61.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  16,  Total  Set  Coins:  31, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  6,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 853  Arrows  &  Rays  in  NGC 
MS-65  did  not  sell,  1865-S  in  PCGS  MS-64  at  $4830,  1871-S  in  MS-66  did  not  sell, 
1880  in  PCGS  PR-67  at  $4370,  1883  in  PCGS  PR-67  at  $4140.  The  mint  state 
1871-S  coin  is  the  Eliasberg  specimen. 

January  2001  Bowers  Rarities. 

Key  Coins:  1 840-O  No  Drapery  in  NGC  MS-65  at  $1 3,800, 1 873-CC  With  Arrows  in  PCGS 
EF-45  at  $13,800.  The  mint  state  1840-O  No  Drapery  coin  is  the  Eliasberg  specimen. 

February  2001  Goldberg  Benson  I.  Completion  Percentage:  16.7 
Average  Grade:  62.6,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  10,  Total  Set  Coins:  18, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  7,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in 
PCGS  MS-64  at  $3565, 1 864-S  in  NGC  MS-64  at  $21 ,850, 1 873  With  Arrows  in  NGC 
PR-67  at  $1 2,765, 1 874  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $4830.  The  1 873  With  Arrows  proof  is  the 
Eliasberg  specimen. 
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March  2001  Bowers  LaRiviere  II.  Completion  Percentage:  22.2 
Average  Grade:  42.5,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  7,  Total  Set  Coins:  24, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  2,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1865  in  PCGS  PR-65  at 
$3680,  1870-CC  in  ANACS  Net  EF-40  at  $10,350,  1874-S  in  NGC  MS-66  at  $3680. 

May  2001  Bowers  LaRiviere  III.  Completion  Percentage:  48.1 

Average  Grade:  64.7,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  0,  Total  Set  Coins:  52, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  51,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1838  in  PCGS  MS-65  at 
$32,200,  1840  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $9200,  1847  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $9200,  1850  in 
PCGS  MS-65  at  $8625,  1868  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $9200,  1869  in  PCGS  MS-66  at 
$8050, 1 873  No  Arrows  Open  3  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $9775.  These  coins  are  from  the 
Doug  Noblet  collection. 

May  2001  Goldberg  Fairchild  Completion  Percentage:  20.4 
Average  Grade:  64.5,  Early  Proofs:  3,  Later  Proofs:  9,  Total  Set  Coins:  22, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  10,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1853  No  Arrows  in  NGC 
MS-67  at  $10,350,  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in  PCGS  PR-63  at  $31,050,  1854  in  NGC 
PR-64  at  $1 1 ,270,  1 857  In  NGC  PR-66  at  $6037,  1 873  With  Arrows  in  NGC  PR-67  at 
$13,800.  The  1873  With  Arrows  proof  is  the  Eliasberg  specimen. 

August  2001  Bowers  Rarities.  Completion  Percentage:  28.7 
Average  Grade:  64.6,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  14,  Total  Set  Coins:  31, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  26,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1841  in  PCGS  MS-64  at 
$5980, 1 843  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $6900, 1 846  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $8740, 1 854  in  PCGS 
PR-64  at  $1 0,925, 1 878-S  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $8050, 1 886  in  NGC  PR-66  at  $6670.  The 
mint  state  1 878-S  coin  is  the  Eliasberg  specimen. 

October  2001  Goldberg  Mouhtouris  Completion  Percentage:  20.4 
Average  Grade:  61.5,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  6,  Total  Set  Coins:  22, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 3,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 852-0  in  MS-60  at  $4370, 
1863  in  PCGS  PR-65  at  $2875,  1867  in  PCGS  PR-66  at  $2070. 

November  2001  Bowers  Flannagan. 

Key  Coins:  1843-0  in  NGC  MS-65  at  $9200,  1855-S  in  NGC  MS-65  at  $11,212.50, 
1 869-S  in  NGC  MS-66  at  $1 0,062.50.  All  three  of  these  coins  are  from  the  Eliasberg 
collection. 

January  2002  Bowers  Rarities.  Completion  Percentage:  16.7 
Average  Grade:  63.5,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  4,  Total  Set  Coins:  18, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 1 ,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1 .  Key  Coins:  1 846  in  PCGS  PR-64  at 
$9200, 1 852-0  in  Net  AU-58  at  $2990, 1 866  in  PCGS  PR-65  at  $2990, 1 874  in  PCGS 
MS-65  at  $3450,  1877-S/S  in  PCGS  MS-64  at  $2070. 

February  2002  Goldberg  Benson  II.  Completion  Percentage:  32.4 
Average  Grade:  65.3,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  35,  Total  Set  Coins:  35 
Uncirculated  Coins:  0,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1853  Arrows  and  Rays  in 
PCGS  MS-65  at  $19,550,  1858  in  PCGS  PR-65  at  $10,350,  1863  in  PCGS  PR-66  at 
$9775, 1 874  in  PCGS  PR-67  at  $27,600, 1 876  in  PCGS  PR-67  at  $1 0,350.  The  proofs 
were  complete  from  1858  to  1891.  The  statistics  include  only  coins  from  the  Dr. 
Benson  collection.  Other  key  coins:  1 853  Arrows  and  Rays  in  NGC  PR-64  did  not  sell, 
1853  Arrows  and  Rays  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $19,550,  1873  With  Arrows  in  NGC  PR-67 
at  $1 2,075.  The  1 853  Arrows  and  Rays  proof  is  the  Pittman  specimen.  The  1 873  With 
Arrows  proof  is  the  Eliasberg  specimen. 
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February  2002  Heritage  Long  Beach. 

Key  Coins:  1873-CC  No  Arrows  in  NGC  EF-40  at  $79,350. 

March  2002  Bowers  Rich.  Completion  Percentage:  28.7 
Average  Grade:  58.5,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  10,  Total  Set  Coins:  31, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  12,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1857  in  NGC  MS-66  at 
$2990, 1 859  in  NGC  PR-66  did  not  sell,  1 871  -CC  in  F-1 5  at  $1 0,062.50, 1 873-CC  With 
Arrows  in  brushed  F-1 2  at  $4140,  1874  in  NGC  MS-66  at  $5175,  1880  in  PCGS 
PR-66  at  $2760. 

September  2002  Heritage  Long  Beach.  Completion  Percentage:  38.0 
Average  Grade:  64.4,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  20,  Total  Set  Coins:  41, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  19,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1838  in  PCGS  MS-65  at 
$34,500, 1 847  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $6325, 1 860  in  NGC  PR-67  at  $1 0,1 20, 1 869  in  NGC 
MS-65  at  $5175,  1872  in  NGC  PR-68  at  $10,925,  1881  in  NGC  PR-68  Cameo  at 
$1 0,350,  1 886  in  NGC  PR-68  Cameo  at  $9488,  1 891  -O  in  NGC  MS-64  at  $81 65.  The 
1860,  1872,  1881  and  1886  proofs  are  the  Kaufman  specimens. 

November  2002  Bowers  Logan  &  Steinberg.  Completion  Percentage:  38.9 
Average  Grade:  61.0,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  5,  Total  Set  Coins:  42, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  29,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1840-O  With  Drapery  in 
PCGS  MS-64  at  $3450,  1849-0  in  NGC  AU-55  at  $5290,  1853  No  Arrows  in  NGC 
MS-66  did  not  sell,  1869-S  in  NGC  MS-65  at  $9200. 

January  2003  Superior  Elite.  Completion  Percentage:  46.3 
Average  Grade:  60.6,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  21,  Total  Set  Coins:  50, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  20,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1842  in  NGC  MS-65  at 
$8625,  1858-0  in  NGC  MS-65  at  $16,675,  1870-CC  in  PCGS  EF-40  at  $20,700, 
1 870-CC  in  NGC  VF-20  at  $1 0,925, 1 875  in  NGC  PR-67  Cameo  at  $9200.  These  coins 
were  mostly  from  the  Milwaukee  Collection. 

January  2003  Heritage  FUN.  Completion  Percentage:  70.4 
Average  Grade:  54.1,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  18,  Total  Set  Coins:  76, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  24,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1838  in  PCGS  MS-64  at 
$7763, 1 853  Arrows  &  Rays  in  NGC  MS-65  at  $8338, 1 865  in  NGC  PR-68  at  $1 9,550, 
1874  in  NGC  PR-66  at  $7475,  1874-S  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $10,063,  1880  in  NGC 
PR-68  at  $8050,  1882  in  PCGS  MS-67  at  $6613,  1883  in  NGC  PR-68  at  $8050,  1884 
in  NGC  PR-69  Cameo  at  $23,000.  The  1865,  1880,  1883  and  1884  proofs  are  the 
Kaufman  specimens. 


Half  Dollars 

The  half  dollar  set  contains  1 1 2  coins.  The  key  date  in  the  series  is  the  1 878-S  which 
has  been  included  in  the  set  definition.  Except  for  this  coin,  half  dollars  were  minted 
in  very  large  quantities  for  commercial  purposes  so  that  nearly  all  date  and  mintmark 
combinations  were  manufactured  in  higher  numbers  than  the  dimes  and  quarters  of 
this  era.  Indeed,  except  for  the  1 878-S  and  the  Philadelphia  issues  from  1 879  to  1 890, 
the  lowest  mintage  of  any  date  and  mintmark  combination  in  the  series  is  the  54,61 7 
coins  for  the  1 870-CC.  As  a  result,  collector  focus  is  also  concentrated  on  the  scarcer 
die  varieties  with  the  dramatic  1844-0  doubled  date  being  especially  prized.  The 
exceptional  work  of  Randy  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert  must  also  be  credited  with  the 
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popularity  of  die  variety  collecting  in  the  Seated  half  dollar  fraternity.  Other  difficult 
coins  include  the  1851,  1852,  1855-S,  1874-CC  and  1878-CC  dates. 

Set  Definition  for  Half  Dollars  - 112  set  coins  plus  13  varieties  &  rarities 

55  Philadelphia  coins:    1 839  to  1 891  including  the  1 839  ND  and  1 839  WD,  the 

1 873  Closed  3  and  1 873  WA 

22  New  Orleans  coins:    1 840-O  to  1 861  -O 

25  San  Francisco  coins:  1855-S  to  1878-S  including  the  1866-S  NM  and 

1866-S  WM 

1870-CC  to  1878-CC  including  the  1873-CC  NA  and 
1873-CC  WA 


1840  Medium  Letters,  1842  Small  Date,  1842-0  Small 
Date  &  Letters,  1 844-0  Doubled  Date,  1 845  No  Drapery, 
1846  Tall  Date,  1846/6,  1846-0  Tall  Date,  1847/6, 
1853-0  No  Arrows,  1855/4,  1873  Open  3,  1877/6. 


Collecting  Trends: 

Collectors  have  formed  Seated  half  dollar  sets  at  more  diverse  levels  of  completion 
and  average  grade  than  in  the  other  Seated  series  because  of  the  greater  availability 
of  coins.  Sets  are  found  at  many  levels  of  completion  as  opposed  to  dimes  or  quarters 
which  had  very  few  sets  in  the  60%  to  90%  completion  range.  Furthermore,  sets  over 
90%  complete  have  been  formed  in  a  very  wide  range  of  grades.  As  with  all  Seated 
denominations,  many  smaller  sets  with  average  grades  above  uncirculated  have 
appeared  at  auction.  Bowers  Boys  Town  is  an  example  of  a  sale  that  featured  many 
notable  gems. 

Seated  Half  Dollar  Set  Listings 
January  1985  Superior  Buss.  Completion  Percentage:  69.6 
Average  Grade:  61.9,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  15,  Total  Set  Coins:  78, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  40,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1 .  Key  Coins:  1863  in  PR-65  at  $4400, 
1873-CC  With  Arrows  in  MS-63  at  $3740. 

July  1985  Auction  '85.  Completion  Percentage:  50.0 

Average  Grade:  64.6,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  13,  Total  Set  Coins:  56, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  41 ,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 855-0  in  possible  PR-65 
at  $1 1 ,550,  1 861  in  MS-67  at  $71 50,  1 866-S  No  Motto  in  MS-65  at  $9350,  1 871  -CC 
in  MS-65  at  $8250,  1873-S  in  MS-65  at  $7975,  1879  in  PR-67  at  $8250,  1888  in  MS- 
65  at  $6325. 

August  1985  Heritage  ANA.  Completion  Percentage:  41.1 

Average  Grade:  63.1,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  17,  Total  Set  Coins:  46, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  27,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 846-0  in  MS-65  at  $41 80, 
1851-0  in  MS-63  at  $2530,  1855-0  in  MS-65  at  $2640,  1857-S  in  MS-65  at  $3300, 
1 861  in  MS-65  at  $5280, 1 868  in  PR-65  at  $2750, 1 879  in  MS-65  at  $7590, 1 881  in  PR- 
65  at  $4400,  1883  in  PR-67  at  $4400,  1884  in  PR-65  at  $5500. 


10  Carson  City  coins: 
112  Total  Set  Coins 

13  Varieties  &  Rarities: 


40 


Top  25  Seated  Half  Dollar  Sets  by  Completion  Percentage 


Completion 

Average 

On* 

Set 

Cat 

oei 

Date 

Sale 

Percentage 

Grade 

rroois 

Uncs 

JAN  1996 

Bowers  Pryor 

100.0 

63.9 

7 

104 

JAN  1999 

Bowers  Rarities 

100.0 

63.2 

0 

109 

OCT  2002 

Stack's  Oueller  Family 

100.0 

62.8 

23 

88 

APR  1997 

Bowers  Eliasberg 

100.0 

62.4 

44 

61 

FEB  2000 

Goldberg  Kardatzke 

100.0 

55.9 

8 

40 

MAR  1987 

Stack's  US 

100.0 

37.2 

14 

8 

NOV  1988 

Bowers  Norweb  III 

99.1 

58.2 

42 

30 

OCT  2001 

Heritage  Long  Beach 

99.1 

58.2 

6 

54 

MAY  1990 

Superior  Flanagan 

99.1 

40.5 

19 

25 

MAY  2001 

Smythe  Nebraska  V 

98.2 

55.2 

1 

35 

NOV  2002 

Heritage  Santa  Clara 

97.3 

54.8 

16 

17 

SEP  1994 

Bowers  Salisbury 

97.3 

47.4 

24 

21 

JUN  1990 

Bowers  Sussex 

97.3 

35.6 

17 

23 

APR  1987 

Stack's  Snyder 

96.4 

43.9 

4 

26 

SEP  1985 

Stack's  September 

96.4 

19.1 

1 

0 

MAR  1991 

Stack's  Charlotte 

95.5 

31.5 

3 

16 

NOV  1991 

Bowers  Frontenac 

93.8 

56.3 

8 

52 

MAR  1992 

Stack's  Moore 

93.8 

43.7 

19 

23 

JAN  1995 

Superior  Premier 

92.9 

23.1 

9 

7 

JUN  1989 

Stack's  Southern 

91.1 

40.0 

6 

18 

MAR  1990 

Stack's  US 

90.2 

51.8 

27 

31 

SEP  1996 

Bowers  Burhop 

84.8 

52.7 

19 

18 

OCT  1 995 

Heritage  Miller 

82.1 

35.8 

4 

2 

SEP  1989 

Stack's  US 

81.3 

59.1 

19 

57 

MAR  2001 

Bowers  LaRiviere  II 

75.0 

38.8 

8 

5 

September  1985  Stack's  September.  Completion  Percentage:  96.4 
Average  Grade:  19.1,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  1,  Total  Set  Coins:  108, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 ,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  5.  Key  Coins:  1842-0  Small  Date  in  G-4 
at  $522.50,  1861-0  in  MS-60  at  $330,  1874-CC  in  F-15  at  $341 .  The  sale  contained 
some  problem  coins. 

December  1985  Stack's  December.  Completion  Percentage:  46.4 
Average  Grade:  62.0,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  13,  Total  Set  Coins:  52, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  39,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1843  in  MS-65  at  $2090, 
1 858  in  PR-60  at  $2860, 1 859  in  PR-63  at  $1 870, 1 859-S  in  MS-65  at  $3300, 1 878-S  in 
MS-60  at  $12,650. 

April  1986  Mclntire  Central  States.  Completion  Percentage:  54.5 
Average  Grade:  43.6,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  1,  Total  Set  Coins:  61, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1845-0  Tripled  Date  in 
EF-45  at  $1320. 

April  1986  Stack's  Bernstein.  Completion  Percentage:  54.5 
Average  Grade:  55.9,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  33,  Total  Set  Coins:  61, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  10,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in 
MS-63  at  $3960, 1 853-0  Arrows  &  Rays  in  MS-63  at  $2860,  1 856  in  PR-60  at  $3300, 
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1 857  in  PR-60  at  $1 760, 1 873  With  Arrows  in  PR-63  at  $2750.  The  later  proofs  were 
missing  only  the  1884  and  1890. 

July  1986  Auction  '86.  Completion  Percentage:  53.6 

Average  Grade:  62.9,  Early  Proofs:  3,  Later  Proofs:  23,  Total  Set  Coins:  60, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  32,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  4.  Key  Coins:  1852  in  PR-65  at  $9075, 
1852-0  in  PR-60  at  $9075,  1854  in  PR-63  at  $13,200,  1855-S  in  PR-63  at  $18,700, 
1867  in  MS-67  at  $7975,  1873  Open  3  No  Arrows  in  MS-63  at  $11,000,  1884  in 
MS-65  at  $6600. 

February  1987  Superior  Hoffecker.  Completion  Percentage:  49.1 
Average  Grade:  58.6,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  29,  Total  Set  Coins:  55, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 6,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 853-0  Arrows  &  Rays  in 
MS-64  at  $4400,  1857  in  PR-63  at  $3575,  1863  in  PR-65  at  $3410,  1878-S  in  EF-45 
at  $13,750. 

March  1987  Stack's  US.  Completion  Percentage:  100.0 

Average  Grade:  37.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  14,  Total  Set  Coins:  112, 

Uncirculated  Coins:  8,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  6.  Key  Coins:  1 842-0  Small  Date  in  F-1 2 

at  $1 650,  1 870-CC  in  VF-20  at  $231 0,  1 878-S  in  AU-50  at  $1 4,300,  1 879  in  PR-63  at 

$2310,  1882  in  PR-60  at  $2860.  The  sale  contained  some  problem  coins  and  many 

duplicates. 

April  1987  Stack's  Snyder.  Completion  Percentage:  96.4 

Average  Grade:  43.9,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  4,  Total  Set  Coins:  108, 

Uncirculated  Coins:  26,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  4.  Key  Coins:  1 859  in  MS-63  at  $1 1 55, 

1864  in  MS-60  at  $880,  1873  With  Arrows  in  MS-60  at  $825.  Lot  648  contained  47 
coins  that  were  individually  ungraded  and  not  included  above  at  $1375.  The  sale 
included  many  problem  coins. 

May  1987  Superior  Ebsen.  Completion  Percentage:  55.4 
Average  Grade:  63.1,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  21,  Total  Set  Coins:  62, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  37,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1 841  -0  in  MS-65  at  $6600, 
1849  in  MS-65  at  $9350,  1850-O  in  MS-65  at  $7425,  1854-0  in  MS-69  at  $31 ,900, 

1 860-  O  in  MS-65  at  $6325,  1 865  in  PR-65  at  $71 50,  1 866  in  PR-65  at  $7425, 1 874  in 
PR-67  at  $14,850,  1877-CC  in  MS-65  at  $6875. 

July  1987  Auction '87.  Completion  Percentage:  41.1 

Average  Grade:  64.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  23,  Total  Set  Coins:  46, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  23,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 850-O  in  MS-65  at  $41 25, 
1 854  in  PR-63  at  $1 1 ,550,  1 861  -0  in  PR-60  at  $4620,  1 884  in  MS-65  at  $3850.  The 

1861-  0  proof  is  the  James  A.  Stack  specimen. 

November  1987  Bowers  Saunders.  Completion  Percentage:  45.5 

Average  Grade:  60.3,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  28,  Total  Set  Coins:  51, 

Uncirculated  Coins:  1 5,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1 .  Key  Coins:  1 864  in  MS-64/65  at  $5225, 

1865  in  PR-63/65  at  $3960,  1873  With  Arrows  in  PR-64/65  at  $5720. 

April  1988  Stack's  US.  Completion  Percentage:  38.4 

Average  Grade:  58.8,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  29,  Total  Set  Coins:  43, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  9,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1 .  Key  Coins:  1859  in  MS-63  at  $5225, 
1 864  in  PR-63  at  $3300,  1 879  in  MS-63  at  $3080. 
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June  1988  Bowers  Everson.  Completion  Percentage:  74.1 
Average  Grade:  53.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  31,  Total  Set  Coins:  83, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 0,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1 857  in  MS-60/63  at  $4620, 
1859-0  in  MS-64  at  $9240,  1862  in  PR-63  at  $4400. 

July  1988  Auction '88.  Completion  Percentage:  46.4 

Average  Grade:  63.6,  Early  Proofs:  4,  Later  Proofs:  22,  Total  Set  Coins:  52, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  26,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 849  in  PR-65  at  $20,900, 

1 852  in  PR-63  at  $1 2, 1 00,  1 854-0  in  MS-65  at  $5060,  1 862  in  PR-65  at  $6325,  1 863 
in  PR-65  at  $8250, 1 864  in  MS-65  at  $8800, 1 873  With  Arrows  in  PR-64  at  $5775, 1 890 
in  MS-65  at  $8800. 

November  1988  Bowers  Norweb  III.  Completion  Percentage:  99.2 

Average  Grade:  58.2,  Early  Proofs:  7,  Later  Proofs:  35,  Total  Set  Coins:  111, 

Uncirculated  Coins:  30,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  6.  Key  Coins:  1 840  in  PR-65  at  $24,200, 

1853  in  PR-64  at  $24,200,  1855/4  in  PR-64/65  at  $28,600,  1855-S  in  AU58/MS60  at 
$5500,  1858-S  in  MS-63/64  at  $12,100,  1862  in  PR-65  at  $14,850,  1873  No  Arrows 
in  PR-65  at  $19,800,  1873-CC  No  Arrows  in  MS-63/64  at  $4400,  1874  in  PR-65  at 
$19,800,  1874-CC  in  MS-60  to  MS-63  at  $5060,  1878-CC  in  MS-63  at  $3520,  1878-S 
in  AU-50  at  $22,000.  The  set  was  complete  except  for  the  1 873-CC  With  Arrows.  The 
later  proofs  were  complete  from  1858  to  1891 . 

November  1988  Bowers  Silberman.  Completion  Percentage:  21.4 
Average  Grade:  63.8,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  24,  Total  Set  Coins:  24, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  0,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1865  in  PR-64  at  $4510, 
1886  in  PR-64  at  $4400. 

February  1989  Heritage  Long  Beach.  Completion  Percentage:  30.4 
Average  Grade:  60.6,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  17,  Total  Set  Coins:  34, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 4,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1 .  Key  Coins:  1 854-0  in  MS-63  at  $1 375, 
1 855-S  in  VF-35  at  $1 1 55,  1 860  in  MS-64  at  $1 650,  1 865  in  PR-63  at  $1 540,  1 877-S 
in  MS-65  at  $2365,  1882  in  PR-65  at  $3410,  1886  in  PR-65  at  $3190,  1891  in  PR-65 
at  $1980. 

May  1989  Superior  Casterline.  Completion  Percentage:  74.1 
Average  Grade:  46.7,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  18,  Total  Set  Coins:  83, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  20,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  4.  Key  Coins:  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in 
MS-64  at  $6050,  1856  in  PCGS  MS-64  at  $5775,  1867  in  PCGS  PR-64  at  $5610, 
1873-CC  With  Arrows  in  NGC  MS-63  at  $7700,  1878-S  in  G-4  at  $5775,  1882  in 
PR-64  at  $5060. 

June  1989  Stack's  Southern.  Completion  Percentage:  91 .1 

Average  Grade:  40.0,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  6,  Total  Set  Coins:  102, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  18,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  3.  Key  Coins:  1851  in  MS-60  at  $1595, 
1870-CC  in  VF-20  at  $1760,  1872-CC  in  AU-50  at  $2970,  1878-S  in  F-12  at  $10,45o! 

July  1989  Auction '89.  Completion  Percentage:  33.9 

Average  Grade:  63.6,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  10,  Total  Set  Coins:  38, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  26,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  3.  Key  Coins:  1844-0  Doubled  Date  in 
MS-60  at  $12,650,  1845-0  No  Drapery  in  MS-65  at  $7425,  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in 
MS-65  at  $7700, 1 856  in  PR-63  at  $6050, 1 857  in  PR-63  at  $7370, 1 858-0  in  possible 
PR-60  at  $3850,  1864  in  MS-65  at  $10,450,  1874-CC  in  NGC  MS-63  at  $9350 
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September  1989  Stack's  US.  Completion  Percentage:  81 .3 

Average  Grade:  59.1,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  18,  Total  Set  Coins:  91, 
Uncirculateci  Coins:  57,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  5.  Key  Coins:  1850  in  PR-60  at  $3520, 
1 858  in  MS-63  at  $9900, 1 862  in  MS-65  at  $1 4,300, 1 868-S  in  MS-65  at  $1 7,600, 1 886 
in  PR-65  at  $8250.  Coins  from  the  Cook  collection,  many  purchased  at  the  Bauman 
sale  by  Stack's  in  December  1966. 

January  1990  Bowers  Gore/Long.  Completion  Percentage:  52.7 
Average  Grade:  59.0,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  13,  Total  Set  Coins:  59, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  31,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  3.  Key  Coins:  1839  No  Drapery  in 
MS-65  at  $99,000,  1864  in  PR-65  at  $15,400,  1874-CC  in  MS-64/65  at  $16,500. 

January  1990  Stack's  Teich.  Completion  Percentage:  31 .3 

Average  Grade:  60.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  31,  Total  Set  Coins:  35, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  3,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1861  in  PR-60  at  $6050, 
1865  in  PR-63  at  $4840,  1872  in  PR-63  at  $5060,  1876  in  PR-60  at  $3410,  1878  In 
PR-60  at  $5500. 

March  1990  Bowers  Boyd.  Completion  Percentage:  29.5 
Average  Grade:  59.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  18,  Total  Set  Coins:  33, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  9,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1861-0  in  possible  PR-63 
at  $2860, 1 888  in  PR-66  at  $1 9,250, 1 890  in  PCGS  PR-67  at  $37,400.  The  proofs  were 
mostly  choice  or  better. 

March  1990  Stack's  Prominent  Numismatist  1.  Completion  Percentage:  90.2 
Average  Grade:  51.8,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  27,  Total  Set  Coins:  101, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  31 ,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  4.  Key  Coins:  1 847  in  MS-63  at  $41 80, 
1 854-0  in  MS-63  at  $1 4,300, 1 858  in  MS-63  at  $1 5,400, 1 859  in  PR-63  at  $5225, 1 860 
In  PR-63  at  $5500,  1861-0  In  MS-63  at  $24,200,  1861-0  in  MS-63  at  $16,500,  1862 
In  PR-65  at  $17,600,  1867  in  PR-63  at  $7700,  1873  With  Arrows  in  PR-63  at  $8800, 
1 873  With  Arrows  in  MS-63  at  $1 2,650,  1 877-S  in  MS-65  at  $1 3,750,  1 879  in  MS-63 
at  $15,950,  1883  In  MS-63  at  $19,800,  1885  in  PR-63  at  $12,100,  1889  in  PR-63  at 
$20,900. 

May  1990  Superior  Flanagan.  Completion  Percentage:  99.1 
Average  Grade:  40.5,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  18,  Total  Set  Coins:  111, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  25,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  8.  Key  Coins:  1839  With  Drapery  in 
MS-65  at  $5775,  1847/6  In  VF-30  at  $4400,  1852-0  in  MS-63  at  $3960,  1854  in 
MS-63  at  $9350, 1 873  With  Arrows  in  PR-65  at  $8800.  The  sale  was  missing  the  1 878-S. 

June  1990  Bowers  Sussex.  Completion  Percentage:  97.3 
Average  Grade:  35.6,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  17,  Total  Set  Coins:  109, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  23,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  5.  Key  Coins:  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in 
MS-64  at  $2860, 1 882  in  PCGS  PR-65  at  $7975.  Lot  2286  was  a  bulk  lot  of  1 06  coins, 
completely  graded  and  included  above  at  $4730. 

August  1990  Auction '90.  Completion  Percentage:  42.0 
Average  Grade:  63.8,  Early  Proofs:  3,  Later  Proofs:  13,  Total  Set  Coins:  47, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  31,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1840  in  NGC  MS-65  at 
$1 7,600, 1 841  -O  in  NGC  MS-65  at  $1 8,1 50, 1 853  Arrows  &  Rays  in  MS-65  at  $20,900, 
1 854-0  in  MS-65  at  $1 1 ,000,  1 866-S  No  Motto  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $49,500, 1 874-CC 
in  PCGS  MS-64  at  $26,400,  1875-S  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $16,500,  1878-CC  in  PCGS 
MS-65  at  $35,200,  1 878-S  in  MS-64  at  $30,800,  1889  in  NGC  PR-66  at  $14,850. 


44 


November  1990  Bowers  Schenkel.  Completion  Percentage:  37.5 
Average  Grade:  58.6,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  20,  Total  Set  Coins:  42, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 3,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 880  in  PCGS  PR-66  at  $7700, 
1882  in  PCGS  PR-65  at  $5280.  The  1879  to  1889  proofs  averaged  just  over  PR-64. 

January  1991  Stack's  Prominent  Numisnnatist  II.  Completion  Percentage:  35.7 
Average  Grade:  53.0,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  0,  Total  Set  Coins:  40, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  26,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  4.  Key  Coins:  1856-0  in  MS-63  at 
$11,550,  1871  in  MS-65  at  $17,600,  1875-S  in  MS-63  at  $8250,  1890  in  MS-65  at 
$15,400. 

March  1991  Stack's  Charlotte.  Completion  Percentage:  95.5 
Average  Grade:  31.5,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  3,  Total  Set  Coins:  107, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  16,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1867  in  MS-65  at  $8250, 
1873  With  Arrows  in  MS-63  at  $16,500,  1878  in  PR-63  at  $4400,  1879  in  MS-65  at 
$71 50,  1 882  in  MS-63  at  $4400,  1 887  in  MS-63  at  $1 5,950,  1 888  in  MS-63  at  $9350, 
1889  in  MS-63  at  $4950,  1890  in  MS-65  at  $16,500,  1891  in  MS-63  at  $6600. 

June  1991  Bowers  Polls.  Completion  Percentage:  67.0 
Average  Grade:  44.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  6,  Total  Set  Coins:  75, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 3,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  3.  Key  Coins:  1 846-0  in  MS-62  at  $2200, 
1851  in  MS-60at$1760. 

November  1991  Bowers  Frontenac.  Completion  Percentage:  93.8 
Average  Grade:  56.3,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  7,  Total  Set  Coins:  105, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  52,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  8.  Key  Coins:  1845-0  Tripled  Date  in 
PCGS  MS-63  at  $451 0,  1 846/6  in  PCGS  MS-62  did  not  sell,  1 858-S  in  PCGS  MS-63 
at  $3080,  1870-CC  in  AU-58  at  $12,925,  1874-CC  in  AU-55  at  $3850. 

January  1992  Bowers  Brilliant.  Completion  Percentage:  33.0 
Average  Grade:  59.3,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  9,  Total  Set  Coins:  37, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  18,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1 .  Key  Coins:  1844-0  Doubled  Date  in 
EF-45  at  $2310,  1863  in  PCGS  PR-65  at  $5060,  1878-S  in  F-12  at  $5775,  1888  in 
PCGS  MS-67  at  $14,300. 

March  1992  Stack's  Moore.  Completion  Percentage:  93.8 
Average  Grade:  43.7,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  19,  Total  Set  Coins:  105, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  23,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  5.  Key  Coins:  1 844-0  in  MS-63  at  $31 90, 
1863  in  MS-63  at  $4950,  1882  in  PR-63  at  $4400,  1883  in  PR-63  at  $3850,  1887  In 
MS-63  at  $2750,  1888  in  MS-63  at  $3300. 

May  1992  Bowers  Somerset.  Completion  Percentage:  37.5 
Average  Grade:  55.8,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  9,  Total  Set  Coins:  42, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 6,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1 846/6  in  PCGS  MS-62  at 
$3520,  1868  in  PR-65  did  not  sell,  1873-CC  With  Arrows  in  AU-58  at  $2200. 

October  1992  Stack's  Starr.  Completion  Percentage:  35.7 
Average  Grade:  64.0,  Early  Proofs:  5,  Later  Proofs:  34,  Total  Set  Coins:  40, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 ,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  5.  Key  Coins:  1847  in  PR-63  at  $46,750, 
1849  in  PR-63  at  $23,100,  1854  in  PR-63  at  $29,700,  1864  in  PR-63  at  $12,100.  The 
proofs  from  the  1880s  were  nearly  all  gems. 
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November1992  Bowers  Miller.  Completion  Percentage:  19.6 
Average  Grade:  57.3,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  7,  Total  Set  Coins:  22, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  8,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1 .  Key  Coins:  1842  Small  Date  in  PCGS 
PR-63  at  $14,300,  1857  in  PCGS  PR-62  at  $3520. 

May  1993  Bowers  Stetson.  Completion  Percentage:  45.5 
Average  Grade:  59.1,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  30,  Total  Set  Coins:  51, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  10,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1862  in  PCGS  PR-66  at 
$12,100,  1887  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $4950,  1890  in  PCGS  PR-67  at  $7150. 

January  1994  Bowers  Lexington.  Completion  Percentage:  31 .3 

Average  Grade:  60.1,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  5,  Total  Set  Coins:  35, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  21 ,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1 .  Key  Coins:  1850-O  in  PCGS  MS-65 
at  $4180,  1857  in  NGC  PR-63  at  $2090.  Many  early  gems  did  not  sell. 

March  1994  Bowers  Sunderland.  Completion  Percentage:  67.9 
Average  Grade:  55.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  7,  Total  Set  Coins:  76, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  27,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1844-0  in  NGC  MS-65  at 
$4675, 1 866-S  With  Motto  in  MS-62  at  $1 21 0.  The  sale  contained  some  problem  coins. 

September  1994  Bowers  Salisbury.  Completion  Percentage:  97.3 
Average  Grade:  47.4,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  24,  Total  Set  Coins:  109, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  21,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1863  in  PCGS  PR-63  at 
$4840,  1867  in  PCGS  PR-65  at  $4180,  1878-S  in  polished  VG-8  at  $6600,  1890  in 
PCGS  PR-66  at  $3960.  Lot  537  was  a  bulk  lot  of  35  problems  coins  included  above 
at  $2420.  Lot  538  was  a  bulk  lot  of  58  coins  also  included  above  at  $31 90.  The  proofs 
averaged  just  over  PR-63. 

January  1995  Bowers  Perry.  Completion  Percentage:  32.1 
Average  Grade:  46.1,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  8,  Total  Set  Coins:  36, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  2,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1878-S  in  polished 
VG-8  at  $6325. 

January  1995  Superior  Premier.  Completion  Percentage:  92.9 
Average  Grade:  23.1,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  9,  Total  Set  Coins:  104, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  7,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  10.  Key  Coins:  1855-S  in  PCGS  EF-40 
at  $2420,  1873  No  Arrows  Open  3  in  ANACS  VG-8  at  $2090,  1875-CC  in  PCGS 
MS-64  at  $2640,  1878-S  in  PCGS  F-12  at  $7810. 

September  1995  Stack's  Sayer.  Completion  Percentage:  33.9 
Average  Grade:  60.5,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  35,  Total  Set  Coins:  38, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1856  in  PR-60  at  $3080, 
1 857  in  PR-60  at  $1 980, 1 858  in  PR-60  at  $1 1 00, 1 873  With  Arrows  in  PR-60  at  $1 540, 
1874  in  PR-60  at  $2420,  1877  in  PR-60  at  $1320. 

October  1995  Heritage  Miller.  Completion  Percentage:  82.1 
Average  Grade:  35.8,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  4,  Total  Set  Coins:  92, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  2,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1 0.  Key  Coins:  1 847/6  in  EF-40  at  $8525, 
1878-S  in  AU-50  at  $10,725. 

January  1996  Bowers  Pryor.  Completion  Percentage:  100.0 
Average  Grade:  63.9,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  5,  Total  Set  Coins:  112, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 04,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  11.  Key  Coins:  1 842-0  Small  Date  in 
PCGS  AU-58  at  $11,000,  1847/6  in  MS-63  at  $19,800,  1852-0  in  PCGS  MS-65  at 
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$1 4,300, 1 855/4  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $1 2, 1 00, 1 855-S  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $72,600, 1 856 
in  PCGS  PR-64  at  $13,200,  1857-S  in  MS-65  at  $17,600,  1870-GC  in  MS-63  at 
$39,600,  1871-CC  in  PCGS  MS-63  at  $35,200,  1873  No  Arrows  Open  3  in  MS-63  at 
$23,1 00, 1 874-CC  in  MS-63  at  $1 5,400, 1 874-S  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $22,000, 1 878-CC 
in  PCGS  MS-64  at  $20,900,  1878-S  in  PCGS  MS-64  at  $70,400.  The  only  circulated 
coin  in  the  set  was  the  1856-S  in  AU-58.  The  1856  proof  is  the  Garrett  specinnen. 

August  1996  Bowers  Rarities.  Completion  Percentage:  14.3 
Average  Grade:  55.5,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  3,  Total  Set  Coins:  16, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  7,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  3.  Key  Coins:  1842-0  in  NGC  MS-65  at 
$9620,  1854  in  PCGS  PR-64  at  $12,100,  1878-S  in  MS-60  at  $24,200,  1878-S  in 
EF-45  at  $1 1 ,550. 

September  1996  Bowers  Burhop.  Completion  Percentage:  84.8 

Average  Grade:  52.7,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  19,  Total  Set  Coins:  95, 

Uncirculated  Coins:  18,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  4.  Key  Coins:  1873  Closed  3  in  PCGS 

PR-65  at  $6600, 1 887  in  PCGS  MS-65  did  not  sell.  The  sale  contained  many  problem 

coins. 

April  1997  Bowers  Eliasberg.  Completion  Percentage:  100.0 
Average  Grade:  62.4,  Early  Proofs:  10,  Later  Proofs:  34,  Total  Set  Coins:  112, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  61,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  6.  Key  Coins:  1842-0  Small  Date  in 
MS-62  at  $33,000, 1 853-0  No  Arrows  &  Rays  in  VG-8  at  $1 54,000, 1 853  With  Arrows 
in  PR-63  at  $63,800,  1859-S  in  MS-66  at  $52,800,  1872-CC  in  MS-63  at  $27,500, 
1873-CC  With  Arrows  in  MS-65  at  $35,200,  1 874-CC  in  MS-63/64  at  $60,500, 
1878-S  in  MS-61  at  $39,600.  The  later  proofs  were  complete  from  1858  to  1891 
except  for  1 890. 

May  1997  Bowers  Rossi.  Completion  Percentage:  42.0 
Average  Grade:  58.1,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  28,  Total  Set  Coins:  47, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  3,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1871  in  PCGS  PR-66  at 
$9350,  1875  in  MS-64  at  $2090,  1879  in  MS-64  at  $1540. 

March  1998  Bowers  Boys  Town.  Completion  Percentage:  56.3 
Average  Grade:  64.5,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  6,  Total  Set  Coins:  63, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  54,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1844-0  in  NGC  MS-65  at 
$5060, 1 845-0  in  PCGS  MS-64  at  $5720, 1 856  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $5280, 1 865  in  NGC 
PR-67  at  $1 3,200, 1 875  in  NGC  PR-66  at  $5500, 1 881  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $5500, 1 882 
in  NGC  MS-66  at  $5280. 

May  1998  Akers  Pittman.  Completion  Percentage:  73.2 
Average  Grade:  47.7,  Early  Proofs:  13,  Later  Proofs:  7,  Total  Set  Coins:  82, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  22,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  3.  Key  Coins:  1839  With  Drapery  in 
PR-64  at  $132,000,  1840  Small  Letters  in  PR-64  at  $71,500,  1840-O  in  MS-64  at 
$33,000,  1841  in  PR-64  at  $44,000,  1842  Small  Date  in  PR-65  at  $77,000,  1848  in 
PR-65  at  $44,000,  1849  in  PR-64  at  $46,750,  1850  in  PR-64  at  $143,000,  1851  in 
MS-65  at  $38,500,  1855  in  PR-63  at  $44,000,  1873-CC  With  Arrows  in  MS-60  at 
$38,500. 

August  1998  Bowers  Rarities.  Completion  Percentage:  1 1 .6 

Average  Grade:  64.6,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  6,  Total  Set  Coins:  13, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  5,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1853-0  Arrows  &  Rays  in 
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PCGS  MS-64  at  $8337,  1854  in  NGC  PR-65  did  not  sell,  1855-0  in  NGC  MS-66  did 
not  sell,  1855-S  in  PCGS  PR-63  did  not  sell,  1858  in  NGC  PR-65  at  $5750,  1874  in 
PCGS  MS-65  at  $18,400. 

January  1999  Bowers  Rarities.  Completion  Percentage:  100.0 
Average  Grade:  63.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  0,  Total  Set  Coins:  112, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  109,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  10.  Key  Coins:  1842-0  Small  Date 
Small  Letters  in  NGC  MS-63  at  $24,150,  1855/4  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $14,950,  1864-S 
in  NGC  MS-66  at  $16,100,  1866-S  With  Motto  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $14,950,  1871-CC 
in  PCGS  MS-63  at  $39, 1 00, 1 872-CC  in  PCGS  MS-63  at  $26,450, 1 873-CC  No  Arrows 
in  PCGS  MS-63  at  $33,350,  1874-CC  in  PCGS  MS-63  at  $28,750, 1878-CC  in  PCGS 
MS-62  at  $1 7,250, 1 878-S  in  PCGS  MS-63  at  $63,000.  The  only  circulated  coins  in  the 
set  were  the  1855-S,  1857-S  and  1870-CC.  The  statistics  include  only  the  Doug 
Noblet  collection.  Other  key  coins  in  the  sale:  1842  Small  Date  in  PCGS  PR-65  did 
not  sell,  1842  Small  Date  Small  Letters  in  PCGS  VF-20  did  not  sell,  1845  in  NGC 
PR-63  at  $24,150, 1856  in  PCGS  PR-64  at  $9775.  The  mint  state  1842-0  Small  Date 
Small  Letters  and  1 872-CC  coins  are  the  Eliasberg  specimens.  The  mint  state  1 871  - 
CC  coin  is  the  Pryor  specimen.  The  1856  proof  is  the  NonA/eb  specimen. 

March  1999  Bowers  Voigt.  Completion  Percentage  :  54.5 
Average  Grade:  40.5,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  5,  Total  Set  Coins:  61, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  7,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in 
PCGS  MS-65  at  $17,825,  1869  in  PCGS  PR-66  at  $5980,  1 873-CC  With  Arrows  in 
NGC  AU-58  at  $3220.  The  sale  contained  a  hoard  of  seventeen  1 873-CC  With  Arrows 
coins.  Lot  3406  was  a  bulk  lot  of  45  coins  included  above  at  $1840. 

April  1999  Heritage  Central  States. 

Key  Coins:  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $69,000.  The  mint  state  1 873-CC 
No  Arrows  coin  is  the  Bolen  specimen. 

August  1999  Heritage  ANA. 

Key  Coins:  1 872-CC  in  PCGS  MS-63  at  $26,450,  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  in  PCGS 
MS-64  at  $31 ,625.  These  coins  were  from  the  Nevada  collection  of  Carson  City 
coinage.  The  mint  state  1 872-CC  coin  is  the  Eliasberg  specimen. 

February  2000  Goldberg  Kardatzke.  Completion  Percentage:  100.0 
Average  Grade:  55.9,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  8,  Total  Set  Coins:  112, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  40,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  5.  Key  Coins:  1842-0  Small  Date  in 
VF-30  at  $2645,  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in  NGC  MS-65  at  $13,512,  1855-S  in  AU-55  at 
$5520,  1862  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $10,062,  1870-CC  in  PCGS  AU-55  at  $27,600, 
1871-CC  in  PCGS  AU-53  at  $6037,  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  in  AU-55  at  $4830,  1 878-S 
in  VF-30  at  $25,300. 

March  2000  Bowers  Lindesmith.  Completion  Percentage:  37.5 
Average  Grade:  53.4,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  7,  Total  Set  Coins:  42, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 8,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 855-0  in  NGC  MS-66  did 
not  sell,  1 858-S  in  PCGS  MS-64  at  $7245,  1 866-S  With  Motto  in  NGC  MS-66  did  not 
sell,  1869-S  in  PCGS  MS-67  did  not  sell,  1 873-CC  With  Arrows  in  PCGS  MS-64  at 
$16,100.  The  mint  state  1869-S  coin  is  the  Eliasberg  specimen. 

August  2000  Bowers  ANA.  Completion  Percentage:  52.7 

Average  Grade:  60.8,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  29,  Total  Set  Coins:  59, 
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Uncirculated  Coins:  21,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1.  Key  Coins:  1842  Small  Date/Small 
Letters  in  PCGS  VF-20  did  not  sell,  1 843-0  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $6900,  1 853  Arrows  & 
Rays  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $1 6, 1 00,  1 854  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $1 2,650,  1 855-0  in  PCGS 
MS-65  at  $5290,  1861  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $9775,  1872  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $5750, 
1874-S  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $10,350.  Lot  1463  was  a  group  of  22  impaired  proofs 
included  above  at  $7475.  Lot  1 460  was  an  ungraded  bulk  lot  of  27  coins  not  included 
above  at  $3680. 

February  2001  Goldberg  Benson  I.  Completion  Percentage:  14.3 
Average  Grade:  59.7,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  5,  Total  Set  Coins:  16, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  6,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 839  No  Drapery  in  PCGS 
PR-63  did  not  sell,  1873  With  Arrows  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $17,825,  1873  With  Arrows 
in  NGC  PR-65  at  $6900.  The  1839  proof  is  the  Reed  Hahn  specimen. 

March  2001  Bowers  LaRiviere  II.  Completion  Percentage:  75.0 
Average  Grade:  38.8,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  8,  Total  Set  Coins:  84, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  5,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1 855-0  in  NGC  MS-66  did 
not  sell,  1858  in  PCGS  PR-65  at  $4830,  1874  in  NGC  PR-65  at  $9660.  The  sale 
contained  many  problem  coins. 

May  2001  Bowers  LaRiviere  III. 

Key  Coins:  1878-S  in  NGC  G-6  at  $12,650. 

May  2001  Smythe  Nebraska  V.  Completion  Percentage:  98.2 
Average  Grade:  55.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  1,  Total  Set  Coins:  110, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  35,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1 855-S  in  PCGS  AU-55  at 
$1 0,450, 1 870-CC  in  ANACS  EF-45  at  $1 4,300, 1 871  -CC  in  PCGS  AU-55  at  $1 4,300, 
1 873-CC  No  Arrows  in  PCGS  AU-58  at  $1 1 ,000,  1 878-CC  in  PCGS  MS-63  at  $8250, 
1 878-S  in  PCGS  MS-62  at  $50,600.  The  sale  was  missing  only  the  1 839  No  Drapery 
and  1866-S  No  Motto  coins. 

May  2001  Goldberg  Fairchild.  Completion  Percentage:  23.2 
Average  Grade:  53.9,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  2,  Total  Set  Coins:  26, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  8,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1844-0  in  PCGS  EF-45  at 
$2760, 1 846/6  in  NGC  MS-65  at  $1 4,950,  1 847  in  NGC  PR-64  at  $1 7,250,  1 852-0  in 
NGC  PR-62  at  $24,150,  1854-0  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $5980,  1855-0  in  NGC  MS-66  at 
$8625,  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  in  PCGS  MS-64  at  $23,000.  The  mint  state  1855-0  coin 
is  the  Pittman  specimen. 

June  2001  Bowers  Lake  Geneva.  Completion  Percentage:  42.0, 
Average  Grade:  54.6,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  5,  Total  Set  Coins:  47, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  7,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  4.  Key  Coins:  1862-S  in  PCGS  MS-64  at 
$5060,  1873  Open  3  in  PCGS  EF-40  did  not  sell. 

September  2001  Stack's  Vermeule  III.  Completion  Percentage:  45.5 
Average  Grade:  56.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  19,  Total  Set  Coins:  51, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 4,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  3.  Key  Coins:  1 854-0  in  MS-64  at  $5750, 
1856  in  MS-65  at  $5060,  1869  in  PR-65  at  $9200,  1873  With  Arrows  in  PR-64  at 
$18,400,  1874  in  PR-65  at  $12,650,  1879  in  PR-65  at  $6900. 

October  2001  Heritage  Long  Beach.  Completion  Percentage:  99.1 

Average  Grade:  58.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  6,  Total  Set  Coins:  111, 

Uncirculated  Coins:  54,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  10.  Key  Coins:  1 855-S  in  PCGS  AU-55 
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at  $5290,  1861-0  in  ANACS  AU-58  at  $4140,  1866-S  No  Motto  in  PCGS  MS-63  at 
$5060, 1 870-CC  in  PCGS  AU-50  at  $1 6,675, 1 871  -CC  in  ANACS  AU-58  at  $5865.  The 
sale  was  nnissing  only  the  1878-S.  These  coins  are  from  the  Tommy  Dorathy 
Collection. 

October  2001  Heritage  Long  Beach.  Completion  Percentage:  41 .1 

Average  Grade:  60.5,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  10,  Total  Set  Coins:  46, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  27,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  4.  Key  Coins:  1 870-CC  in  PCGS  VF-35 
at  $5290,  1 870-S  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $6038,  1 873-CC  No  Arrows  in  PCGS  MS-61  at 
$7130.  These  coins  are  mostly  from  the  Richard  Genaitis  collection. 

October  2001  Goldberg  Mouhtouris.  Completion  Percentage:  17.9 
Average  Grade:  56.6,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  5,  Total  Set  Coins:  20, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  8,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1846/6  in  PCGS  AU-50  at 
$1121,1 863  in  NGC  PR-66  at  $7475. 

November  2001  Bowers  Flannagan.  Completion  Percentage:  18.8 
Average  Grade:  62.3,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  5,  Total  Set  Coins:  21, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1 1 ,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1 .  Key  Coins:  1856-0  in  PCGS  MS-65 
at  $6210,  1861-S  in  PCGS  MS-64  at  $4140,  1862-S  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $16,100, 
1 867-S  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $1 0,350,  1 872-S  in  NGC  MS-67  at  $1 0,925.  There  were  9 
Eliasberg  specimens  in  the  sale  including  the  five  key  coins  listed  above. 

January  2002  Bowers  Rarities.  Completion  Percentage:  19.6 
Average  Grade:  61.5,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  3,  Total  Set  Coins:  22, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  16,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  4.  Key  Coins:  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in 
PCGS  MS-65  at  $14,375,  1854  in  PCGS  MS-64  at  $3335,  1859-S  in  PCGS  MS-64  at 
$4370,  1869-S  in  PCGS  MS-64  at  $3450,  1879  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $4600. 

February  2002  Goldberg  Benson  II.  Completion  Percentage:  33.0 
Average  Grade:  63.3,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  35,  Total  Set  Coins:  37, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  1,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1865  in  PCGS  PR-66  at 
$1 2,650,  1 874  in  PCGS  PR-66  did  not  sell,  1 879  in  PCGS  PR-66  at  $1 0,350,  1 890  in 
PCGS  PR-67  at  $1 9,550.  The  later  proofs  were  complete  from  1 858  to  1 891  with  an 
average  grade  of  PR-64.  The  statistics  include  only  coins  from  the  Dr.  Benson 
collection.  Other  key  coins:  1853  Arrows  and  Rays  in  NGC  PR-65  at  $126,500, 
1 859-S  in  NGC  MS-68  at  $52,900, 1 874  in  PCGS  PR-66  did  not  sell.  The  1 853  Arrows 
&  Rays  proof  is  the  Eliasberg  specimen.  The  mint  state  1859-S  coin  is  also  the 
Eliasberg  specimen. 

March  2002  Bowers  Rich.  Completion  Percentage:  37.5 
Average  Grade:  61.1,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  12,  Total  Set  Coins:  42, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  20,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1846/6  in  NGC  MS-64  at 
$14,375,  1849-0  in  PCGS  MS-64  did  not  sell,  1851  in  NGC  MS-66  did  not  sell, 
1 855-0  in  PCGS  MS-65  did  not  sell,  1 861  in  NGC  PR-66  did  not  sell,  1 874-CC  in  PCGS 
MS-64  at  $46,000,  1880  in  NGC  PR-66  at  $5060,  1891  in  PCGS  PR-66  at  $4600. 

July  2002  Heritage  New  York.  Completion  Percentage:  41.1 
Average  Grade:  60.6,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  14,  Total  Set  Coins:  46, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  16,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1854-0  in  NGC  MS-63  at 
$16,100,  1865  in  NGC  PR-66  Cameo  at  $7475,  1873  With  Arrows  in  NGC  PR-66  at 
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$1 4,950, 1 876-CC  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $5290,  1 880  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $51 75, 1 882  in 
PCGS  PR-66  Deep  Cameo  at  $6613.  The  mint  state  1854-0  coin  is  the  Reed  Hawn 
specimen.  The  1873  With  Arrows  proof  is  the  Eliasberg  specimen. 

August  2002  Superior  ANA.  Completion  Percentage:  30.4 
Average  Grade:  64.3,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  7,  Total  Set  Coins:  34, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  24,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  1 .  Key  Coins:  1 839  No  Drapery  in  PCGS 
PR-63  at  $1 15,000,  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in  NGC  MS-66  at  $21 ,563,  1873-CC  With 
Arrows  in  NGC  MS-65  at  $27,025,  1873-S  With  Arrows  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $25,300, 
1874  in  PCGS  PR-65  at  $12,650.  The  mint  state  1873-CC  With  Arrows  coin  is  the 
Pittman  specimen. 

September  2002  Heritage  Long  Beach.  Completion  Percentage:  37.5 
Average  Grade:  62.7,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  18,  Total  Set  Coins:  42, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  18,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1854-0  in  PCGS  MS-65 
at  $5635,  1 855/54  in  PCGS  PR-64  at  $25,300,  1 865  in  NGC  PR-67  at  $1 2,650,  1 873 
With  Arrows  in  NGC  PR-66  at  $1 2,650,  1 876  in  PCGS  MS-67  at  $8050,  1 882  in  NGC 
PR-68  Cameo  at  $13,225,  1890  in  NGC  PR-68  at  $14,375.  The  1865,  1873  With 
Arrows,  1882  and  1890  proofs  are  the  Kaufman  specimens. 

October  2002  Stack's  Queller  Family.  Completion  Percentage:  100.0 
Average  Grade:  62.8,  Early  Proofs:  3,  Later  Proofs:  20,  Total  Set  Coins:  112, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  88,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  8.  Key  Coins:  1847/46  in  PR-60  at 
$23,000,  1853-0  No  Arrows  &  Rays  in  VF-20  at  $161,000,  1857-S  in  MS-65  at 
$25,300, 1 870-CC  in  MS-63  at  $1 61 ,000, 1 871  -CC  in  MS-65  at  $29,900, 1 873-CC  No 
Arrows  in  MS-63  at  $63,250,  1878-CC  in  MS-65  at  $37,375,  1878-S  in  MS-65  at 
$161,000. 

November  2002  Bowers  Logan  and  Steinberg.  Completion  Percentage:  46.4 
Average  Grade:  57.8,  Early  Proofs:  1,  Later  Proofs:  10,  Total  Set  Coins:  52, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  26,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  4.  Key  Coins:  1 842-0  Small  Date,  Small 
Letters  in  NGC  AU-58  at  $9775,  1846  over  Horizontal  6  in  NGC  MS-62  at  $5290,  1850-O 
in  NGC  MS-66  at  $9200,  1861-0  in  PCGS  MS-65  at  $4945. 

November  2002  Heritage  Santa  Clara.  Completion  Percentage:  97.3 
Average  Grade:  54.8,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  16,  Total  Set  Coins:  109, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  17,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in 
NGC  MS-65  at  $1 0,983,  1 869-S  in  NGC  MS-67  at  $1 1 ,21 3,  1 870-CC  in  PCGS  VF-35 
at  $6901 , 1 874-CC  in  PCGS  AU-55  at  $6038,  1 886  in  PR-66  Cameo  at  $891 3.  These 
coins  were  mostly  from  the  Ohio  Collection. 

December  2002  Stack's  Vanberg.  Completion  Percentage:  48.2 

Average  Grade:  36.2,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  1,  Total  Set  Coins:  54, 

Uncirculated  Coins:  7,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  2.  Key  Coins:  1878-S  in  PCGS  G-4  at 

$11,500. 

January  2003  Superior  Elite.  Completion  Percentage:  40.2 

Average  Grade:  62.9,  Early  Proofs:  2,  Later  Proofs:  15,  Total  Set  Coins:  45, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  23,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  0.  Key  Coins:  1850  in  NGC  PR-63  at 
$1 0,350, 1 865  in  NGC  PR-66  Cameo  at  $1 1 ,500, 1 870-CC  in  NGC  EF-45  at  $1 1 ,500, 
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1 873  With  Arrows  in  NGC  MS-66  at  $1 3,225, 1 873-CC  With  Arrows  in  NGC  MS-64  at 
$12,075,  1882  in  NGC  MS-68  at  $18,113.  These  coins  were  mostly  from  the 
Milwaukee  Collection. 

January  2003  Heritage  FUN.  Completion  Percentage:  60.7 
Average  Grade:  60.1,  Early  Proofs:  0,  Later  Proofs:  26,  Total  Set  Coins:  68, 
Uncirculated  Coins:  23,  Varieties  &  Rarities:  3.  Key  Coins:  1853  Arrows  &  Rays  in 
NGC  MS-65  at  $10,925,  1854-0  in  PCGS  MS-66  at  $16,100,  1870-CC  in  PCGS 
EF-45  did  not  sell,  1870-CC  in  PCGS  AU-53  at  $24,150,  1873-S  in  PCGS  MS-65  at 
$27,600,  1874  in  NGC  MS-67  at  $37,950. 


♦ 


Book  on  Overmintmarks  and 
Repunched  Mintmarks  Planned 

I  am  currently  finishing  a  book  on  Overmintmarks  and  Repunched  Mintmarks  that 
includes  a  number  of  Liberty  Seated  coins.  I  still  need  the  following  coins  to 
photograph  for  presentation  in  the  new  book.  If  you  own  examples  of  the  varieties 
listed  below  and  would  be  willing  to  have  them  photographed  for  the  book,  please 
contact  me  by  e-mail  at  kevinj50(5)comcast.net  or  by  regular  mail  as  follows:  Kevin 
Flynn,  P.O.  Box  538,  Rancocas,  New  Jersey  08073. 


Dimes  Quarters  Half  Dollars 

1890-  S    FS-6  1853-0  0/Horizontal  O       1845-0  0/Horizontal  O 

1891-  0   FS-8,  RPM#2        1856-S    FS-5,  RPM  #1 

1877-S    RPM#1  „    .  ^, 

Kevin  Flynn 

LSCC  #1677 


LSCC  Spring  Regional  Meeting 

LSCC  will  hold  a  regional  meeting  of  the  club  during  the  Central  States 
Convention  at  the  America's  Center  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  The  convention  will  be 
held  from  May  2-4,  2003.  The  club  meeting  has  been  scheduled  for  9:00AM  on 
Friday  May  2,  2003.  The  meeting  will  be  held  in  Room  122  at  the  America's 
Center. 

The  purpose  of  this  meeting  will  be  to  provide  LSCC  members  with  an 

opportunity  to  discuss  Seated  coinage.  You  might  want  to  use  this  meeting  as 

an  opportunity  to  show  other  club  members  interesting  or  unusual  Seated  coins 

that  you  have  purchased  over  the  years.  Plans  for  future  club  activities  will  be 

discussed.  Copies  of  the  four  Collective  Volumes  will  be  available  for  review  and 

purchase  at  the  meeting. 

.  The  Editor 
V  .  ' 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LiBf  BTy  SfHTf  D  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □       DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □       MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □  HALF  DOLLARS  □        DOLLARS  □  ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE  DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $15.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
Mark  Sheldon    •    P.O.  Box  261 
Wellington,  Ohio  44090 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnec- 
essary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  cinange  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1858-S  Dime 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating 
it  on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


